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The SPEAKER 1ok 1he Chair at
4.30 p.m., and read prayers. ’

SERVICE

QUESTION — PUBLIC
COMMISSIONER’S REPORT.

Mr. UNDERWOOD  (without nofice)
azked the Premier why the Publie Ser-
viee Comnissioner's report had nol heen
laid on the Table of the House?

The PREMIER rveplied: It has just
arrived and [ ame laying it on the Table
N,

PERSONAL EXPLANATION.

Mr. Underwood and Land Nelection.

Mr. UNDERWOOD: On a matler .of
privilege | would like (o nmke an  ex-
planation with regard to a remark of
mine last wighl. | made a statewent that
T ahtained my Iand ihrongh being a mem-
her of Parliunent. awd by my having a
railway pass. | wish 1o say that state-
ment inomy opinien is o very foolish
one o iz absaluiely untrne, and  with
your pertniszion, Mr. Speaker. [ shall
wilhdraw ir,

QUERTION —MINING MCCIDENTA.

MOUNT MAGNET.

TROY asked the Minister for
Mine=: 1. Has e atiention of ihe Min-
1ster heen deawn to the alarming fre-
queney with which fatal and other aeei-
dentz vecur at the Sr. Gieorge Mine
(tireai  Boulder No. 11, Mi. Magner?
2, Will (he Minister institme a special
inquiry 1o deternnne whether the provi-
siem= of the Mines Regulation Aet have
been strictly enmplied with?

The MINISTER replied: 1. Yes. 2,
1 deeply deplore ihe faet of 20 many ae-
cidents ocenrring in this nine, but ihe
provisions of the Mines Regulation Aect
appear Lo have been tully complied with,
and each aceident other than the last has
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heen Cully reported on: however, | have
instructed the State Mining Enginecr to
urake Full inguiry into the matter.

RETURN—RATLWAY COAL SUP-
PLY, (OLLIE.

on gaolion hy Jir (b Ll Wisen or-
dered: That there be laid npon the Table
af the Honse 2 rveturn showing  the
amount of 1onnage order given by the
Railway Departiment weekly 10 each {sep-
arately) b the loeal enal companies:—
Callie Proprietary (o, Seattish Collieries
Co. Cardiff Coal Cn., Co-operative Col-
lievies Co., for the cleven (11) months

ending  3mhbh  November, 1908, and the
amount  sapplied weekly by each  (sep-

wrately} of the companmies named for the
perind mentioned.

MOTION—ABORIGINFE
LAVERTON.
Ou antion by My Nanson vrdered :
That the papers conneeted with the wur-
der of eight aburigines in the vieinity of
the lda H. Mine, near Laverton. be laid
upon the Table of the House.

MURDERS,

BILL—=FINES  AND PENALTIES
APPROPRIATION,
Read a third time and (ransmitred to
the Legistative Couneil.

ANNUAL ESTIMATES, 19084
Lie Comuitice of Supply.
Debate resnmed trom the previous day
on the Treasurer’s  Financial  Siatement
amd the Annual Estimates @ M. Daglish
in the Chair.

Vote—His  Foecelleney the Governar,
£1.148:
Mr. A A WILSON (Collie): 1r s

with a certain amonnt of diffidence Lhat
I rize to spenk on the Esthmalex as
placed before nembers, becanse T feel,
as @ young member, ithat perhaps 1 may
not be able 1o do justice to them.  The
jumble of figures put forth in ennnec-
tion with ihe FEstimates, to a young
nember especially  is  very canflicting;
bot there 15 eprtain fond for rveflection
among the many items, thar iz, from the
prineely suut of £3.516 given by this
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country 1o keep the Governor upon
in the leggarly allowance of 153 =
week given to messengers in this House.
The difference is too great and I pro-
test against this £5,516 allowed to keep
the Governor. I am as loyal a subject
as any member, but my loyalty stops at
the importation of governors. 1 think
it ig an item we could well do without;
I think the Chief Justice could do the
work. T believe the sum paid to mes-
sengers in this House, 15s. and 17s. a
week to boys who work from 9 o’elock
in the morning Lo 11 o'clock at night, is
sweating of (he highest erder, and
when we come lo the item we should
have the connuon decency to alter it, he-
canse it is o disgrace to Parliament. T
gay this in all good faith, because 1 feel
sure that no ewmployver should work a
nian or hoy from 9 o'cloek in the morn-
ing till 11 oelock at night. I think a
certain amount of unfairness has erept
in in regard to the matter of roads board
grants.  Callie last vear got £800, but
every iiem this year has been cut off,
This should not be, because in a distriet
like Collie where there are roads made
every wear, it is essential that money
should he provided o keep them going.
An overhead bridge was definitely pro-
mised for Collie, bul I see nothing in
the Estimates abont it. [ consider that
if a promise is given it should be kept.
1 perceive with a certain amount of dis-
saiisfaction that the enst ‘of immigra-
tion was last vear £5384. The system
is bad.  An immigralion agent named
Dolley who cawe  from  Bunbury side
went Home and told the people in
the old country aboul the splendid field
for eoal miners in the Collie distriet,
and that there was plenty of gond land
in the distriet for ihew to clear after
their day’s work. This information was
given ai Newcastle, but the agent did
not know that among his audience were
sine people who had heen practieally
driven out of Collie throngh want of
work. I know of men who came from
that part of the world, that when they
landed here could not get land nor work
it the cnal mines. This is a matler that
T ihink the Government should iake
special care 1o remedy. There is alsn the

[ASSEMBLY.)

Commiittee of Supply.

matter of the Ausirians, the question T
brought up in the House. To my know-
ledge these two men have got rations
from the Government at the Collie court.
They landed about a fortnight age from
the ss. “Roon,” and they are praeti-
cally penniless and starving. 1 think
encouraging men like this to cowme here
should be put a stop to at once. It is
pleasing to know that the matter of Col-
lie coal has at last heen dealt with with
an open mind, and the expressions of Lbhe
Treasurer were very pleasing to me, as

.alsn are the remarks of the Railway De-

partment.  For the first time in the his-
tory of the Railway Departmient they
have decided that Collie cogl is worth
burning.  But in rvegard to this wmatter
the bunkering trade will need to be hand-
led carefully. Instead of taking every-
thing we read as truth, we need to be

careful in analysing statements. We
must lake into consideration the need

for facilities for shipping and for guieker
transit from the mines to Bunbury. At
present it takes something like 12
trains a day to supply 1,000 tons of coal
to a ship, and if a ship needed 3,000
tons it would be impossible to coal under
three days. The trouble is because of
the very steep gradient hetween Hamil-
ton and Worsley, and T think that a
hetter grade eould he obtained, so that
we should give quicker transil for the
coal, and so Lhat the engines eould haul
230-ton loads instend of S0-ton loads.
Not only would it he a great saving io
the Ratlway Depariment, but it would
be a great faeliity for the coal nmunes
and the ships. 1f we want to establish
the bunkering rrade we must give the
companies every facility to get the coal
into the ships ag quickly as possible.
A chort loop trom Cardiff to the Donny-
line

hrook-Prestan would meet  ve-
quirements.  Another question is that
o.f the exelusive use of Callie enal
on  our  railways, The article is
aoedd  enough, and T think the Gov-
ernment  should take the matter into
consideration.  Mr, Hume, the Chief

Mechanieal Engineer, on page 17 of the
railway report says thal the conswmp-
tion of Collie coal was 101,312 (onz or
G8.3 per cent.. while the ennzumption
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of Neweastle coal was 47.016 tons. or

31.7 per ecent.  Now, this consnmption
<hows a difference from rhe issue. Mr.
(iallarher. the Chief Railway Store-

keeper, =ays that the coal issued was:
Collie 102,756 tous atd Newcastle 364
toms; the coal received was: Collie 102,736
tons, Neweastle (L3490 tons, B‘\' these
fiure< it will be seen that we received

32871 tons of Neweasile more  than
wit  actvally  consumed,  Now  where

iz the difference hetween the coal issued
and the coal consmned ! Is that eoal in
stock or where is it ! L ean find nothing
in the repore te show where the balance
of 22874 ens 15, If 22874 tons have
heen got wure than was burned we want
to koow where it is, whether in stock or
civen away without any record heing
kept. With reward to the price of coal,
1 find that the average price last vear
was 18s. 114, Now T tind that the aver-
age price to be paid next February is
€1 Os. 3lad, per wn; this means an in-
wrease of 1s. 4lad. in the price of New;
castle coal, and 1 trust the Government
will see the necesaity for increasing the
price of Collie ¢oal. Tenders were called
for  Bunbury, Albany, Fremantle and
{ieraldton, Previously the prices were the
same for the four places. but for some
reason 1 do nat understand (he Govern-
ment decided fo eall for separate teu-
ders with the result that the price at
Fremantle is 19s. per ton for 23.000
tons: while at Geraldton the price is
24s. a ton for 8,000 tons. The result is
that there is an average increase of ls.
414d, per ton, but here is the point T
want ta get at. The price of Collie coal
15 based on the price of Newcastle coal
at  Fremantle, The present price of
Newcastle coal at Fremantle is 18s. 11d.
Next vear the price will be 19s. aceord-
ine {o the tender: thar means only an
advance of 1d. per ton. But taking the
Geraldton price and the Fremantle price
tozether it means an average advance of
1. $15d. per ton for imported coal.

The Minister for Railways: We bave
not given any advance on the price of
Collie coal on aceount of next vear’s
conlract. because it is not worth wiile
altering ihe price for the «ake of 2a

penny.,
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Mr. LA WILSOXN: That is not what
I want te get at.  On the average rhe
price has risen Is. dl.d. per ton, aml
the workers and the ecal eompanies at
Collie have o right to get an aver-
age proportional ioerease. [ am feli-
ing tor the workers. Accordimge to the
amrrangement bhetween the Commisstoner
andl the companies, for every increase
given (v the companies the men zet an
advance. and as the average priee has
increazed there is reason that the price
of Collie eoal should be inereased. and
that the workers should get the benefit
of it. A deputation waited on the Giwve.
ernmenl expressing the opinion thar il
wna desirable that hefore any alteration
he made in the allocation of the eoal sup-
plies among the different companies, the
position of the men should be recog-
nised. Under the last  eontracts
the Proprietary Company got 43 per
cent.. and the Scottish Company. the
Cardiff Company and the Co-operative
Company each get 18% per cent. of the
supply to the Government. It was sug-
gested by some of the eompanies that each
company should get 25 per cent. of the
trade, but T think that hefore the Guov-
ermment consider the question of mak-
e a redistribution (hey should take
into  consideration the matter of the
workers, I consider that a man whe has
boile his home in (ollie has as much
right (o be protected as a company that
has put its plant therve, and I think the
Governmment should insist on the workers’
rights being protecied befure any altera-
tion is made.

The Minister for Railicays: | think the
alloeation at the time was a fair one.

Mr. Ao A, WILSOX: Yes, T have
nothing (0 sav about the alleeation; I
do not care how the trade is allotted,
but I do care how they deal with the men,
If the Government deride to distribure
the trade in equal proportions of 25 per
cent. to each company. the result would
be that the Proprietary Company would
necessarily have to discharge a large pro-
portion of their men, and these men would
have no chance of metting other employ-
ment exeept. at the sweet will of the com-
panies. T trust that when thiz question
e¢omes hefure the Governmment they will
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see their way clear to treat the workers
with justice as well as the companies,

and  that they will insist on com-
panies  giving a  guarantee to  that
effect.  With regard to certain remnarks

about the Nallan Wood Company and the
comparison made between it and the Collie
coneession, 1 desire to say at this stage,
that I think the comparison was unfair;
hecouse the men at the Collie concession
were hewers and were banded together
with the main object of keeping the whale
produet of their labour to themselves, and
in doing away with the middle man alto-
wvether. Some of the material sent to
these people was seandalous. They pnid
first-class prices for second-class articles,
and it was found that tins of kerosene had
to  be wused in order to let the holts he
serewed out of the fishplotes, ete. The
eoncession is now nearly cut out, and T
hepe the Government will keep this splen-
did bateh of men in the country by giving
them unother grant of land, so that they
can co on with their work. There are
300 men there and they have contributed
during the past few years more towards

the revenwe per man than many of
the so-called timber companies have
per one hundred men, The Trea-

surer made a few sarcastic remarks as to
the husiness acumen of the men on the
concession. If he would read an article
which appeared in the Morning Herald
on the 8Sth inst., he would find an interesi-
ing lesson there. If he takes that lesson

to heart it will save him from agmain
making remarks which in my opinion’

were most unfair to a splendid lot of
mén.

The Treasurer: What did T say?

Mr. A, A, WILSON: T interjected that
these men bad received no profits and
vou said that if not there was little to be
said for their management. That remark
was most uncalled for, as the profits have
been put inte the concession by the men
inereasine the plant, eteetera, so as te
enable them to carry out their work,

The Treasurer : They did make profits,
then?

Mr. A, A. WILSON: They inereased
their holdings by buying rails.

The Treasurer: Well, I am very glad
{v hear it.

[ASSEMBLY.]

Commiltee of Swuply.

Mr. A A, WILSON: You insinuated
that it was a badly managed institution.
A word or two as to the taxation pro-
posals of the Government. In my opinion
they are {oo petty and vexationz for Par-
liament even to consider. The stamp
duties will bear most heavily on- the
workers, and T hope the Government will
withdraw them. I thank hon. members
for their courfesy in listening to me,

although the speech has been a Dhit
Seoteh.
Mr, TAYLOR : (Mouni Margaret):

I have very few remarks to make in zon-
nection with the consideration of the frst
line of the Fstimates. Theve is one mat-
ter, however, 1 desire to emphasise and
that hears upon the vofe which we are
discussing, namely. ITis Exeellency the:
Governor’s.  The Governor will be leav-
ing this  Staie shortly and therefore a
fitting opportunity will be provided to
alter the conditions under which the Gov-
ernment House ballroom, whieh was er-
ected at very great cost, is controlled. In
the past it has always been under the
control of the Governor but it wonld be
wize to allow the successor to His Ex-
celleney know that the control of the:
ballroom is vested in the Government. I
lave no desire to cast any refteetions on
His Excellency, nor do I want to sug-
eest anything other than what in my
opinion is the best course for the Gov-
ernment to adopt before a new appoinl--
ment to the position is made. The Gov-
ernment should retain the right to gram
the use of the premises for any charit-
able purpose they might think fit,

Mr. Bath : What about the home-
arown article for a Governor, instead of
an imported one?

Mr. TAYLOR : T have advoeated thaf
for vears, and other members have duvne
the same. but the advocacy has not been
very fruitful zo far. The principle of
appointing one of our own men is an
excellent one, for there is no necessity io
oo out of the boundaries even of West-
ern Australia to obtain the services of’
a gentleman able to fill that position ad-
mirably. I hope the Government wiil
take into eonsideration that aspeect of the
question, und if they decide to adopt the:
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covise  suggested
heariy a=sistance.

they wiil receive my
An argament in fa-
veur i this course is that a considerable
expeciture wounld be saved. 1t would
inakie the people of the State happy if
there were ecomomies in that direction
ratlier (han that there should be an in-
crense  in faxation. The people would
he pleased to know that the Treasurer had
made such a suggestion to his colleagues
with the ohjeet of relieving the burden
of taxation. While the Government are
inereasing the taxes of the people they ave
new  removing many  privileges which
have existed for years and, in fact, ever
sinee there bave been communities in dif-
fereni parts of the State. 1 vefer mure
particulacly  to  the hospital questien.
There iz hardly a member from the gold-
onldlields constituencies who has not re-
ceived letters from his distriet referring
to ithe injustice of the Government in
their treatiment of the hospital ruestion.
I have heen in commuuication with the
Cuolonial Secretary and have ascertained
thar it iz the enforeement of (he 1e-
orvanisation scheme, recently drawn up
in connection with the hospitals, that has
pressed so hardly on many districts
Western Australia.  In  many of the
places where the hospitals have been shut
up it is absolutely essential that there
should he institutions where men badily
mamed by aceidents in mines can be
taken and attended to. Of all industries
that of mining is associated with the most
danger and it is a dreadful siate of
affairs that in many districts there are no
hospitals to which injured men ecan be
taken. This afierncon T presented a peti-
tion signed hy 500 residents of Kookynie,
protesting against the Government elos-
ing the hospital there. The Government
are increasing the taxation and vet, in-
stead of yiving greater facilities to the
people who pay the taxes, they are re-
movinge privileges from them. The peo-
ple naturally resent this.  The Govern-
menr must he more liberal in dealing
with hospitals in zoldfields localities, I
cannof speak with any absolute knowledge
of the agrienltural areas, or as to how
those districts are treated, but there are
many members here who knew  *the actual
slate of affairs, and I hope that, no matter
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what zide of the House they are on, they
will urge upon the Government the neces-
gity to give the people that assistance in’
the way of hospital facilities to which
they are absolutely entitled.  One eould
speak on this question for an Lour vr so,
but I am not peing to do that now. All
[ want to say on the question is that there
is a erving neeessity for an alteration in
some way to the proposed hospital re-
oreanisation seheme, at all events as far
as the back country is eoneerned. 1 hope
the Treasurer will impress on_his colleague
the Colonial Seeretury, who conbrols the
Medical Department. the necessity for
giving to lbe people some medieal atten-
tion and keeping open the huspitals.
Shocking cases of accidents on the gold-
fields are leard of every dax and the
clusing of the hospiftals means that these
poor mangled people have to be earried
miles and wmiles in order to receive proper
attention. That is net wise administra-
tion, nor de the people of this State desire
that form of economy. I have vet to
hear a ¢ry from the people for econvmies
in the direction of hospital administra-
tion. Then again, with vegard to the
Education Departmeni, which is econ-
trolled by the Treasurer. 1 hope greater
faeilities will be given to the people in
the outlving distriets for the educalion
of their children. In many of lhe squat-
ting and mining areas married people are
now settled and are rearing families, hut
there are no schools in  many centres.
When applieations are made to the Chief
Inspector of Sehools he points out that
owing to the state of the vote for the
department it is impossible to accede to
the requests. He always recognises the
necessity for rew schools and expresses
anxiety to meet the wishes of the depu-
tationists, but invariably explains  (hat
Parlianent dees not put sulficient imoney
at the dizposal of the department to meet
all the reauirements. T believe Parlia-
ment is prepared to vote money on these
two points—for ihe medical fund and fer
education. T helieve Parliament would
he prepared to vote generously to the
Minister far Edueation in order that our
growing people might be thoroughly well
edneated. Let us not have our children
running about in small centres on the
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goldfieids and in agrieulivral distriets;
running ahout at 12 and i4 vears of age
without having seen the inside of a sehool.
That i= not the economy ihe people of
Western Australin desire. I hope the
Governmenl, whatever ather faults they
may lhave—these are faulls they can
reiwedy, and by remwedying will not only
satisfv their own side of the Fouse bub
the peaple of ihe State as a2 whole—will
lock at the malter in a fair light. It is
a fuestion one can speak on without any
party feeling; it is a question that affects
every person in lhe State. Tt should be
the privilege of every man, weman, and
child in this counlyy to know that there
is a strong probability of our rising
weneration being properly edncated; and
that in no portion of the State where there
are 12 or 14 children running about will
the provision of a sehool be refused. The
Minister for Edueation should immedi-
ately and promptly make provision for a
sehool at any place where a handful of
kiddies are gathered togerther. T know
that other lLon. members hold the same
views on  this matter, and T hope
the Minister for Edueation will not be
too niggardly in the direction I have in-
dieated. I am saving this with the full
knowledge that the Treasurer knows T am
not 2peaking from a party point of view.

The Treasurer: We are doing our hest.

Mr. TAYLOR: Yes; bat I think you
might economise in some other direction,
and not in this. There are two depart-
ments, one dealing with health and the
other with intellect and eulture; one with
the physical side and the other with in-
tellectual, These are two important
questions, and cuestions that. the people
in thiz State are anxions should he well
consgidered. 1 am sure the Treasurer,
as the Minister confrolling the Edueation
Department, is eapable of doing it every
justice if he would only set himself out
to that end. and go into this question as
fully as he should do. Possibly the
Treasurer has what seems to him ‘morve
important funetions to fill than worrying
about a few people who require a school
for their children,

The Treasurer: I am always thinking
about them.

[ASSEMBLY.]

Committee of Supply.

Mr. TAYLOR: T think the Minister
should not wait uniil there are a eertain
number of children in a district before
he provides a schoal. [t is this lack of
gchools in distriets which keeps districts
back. The hushand employed in a small
district in which therve is no school has
to $tnd his wife and family away to some
centre where a school is provided; thus
he has (o keep two homes going. And
those who are unable to do this have
either to leave the distriet in which there
is no sehool or allow their children to
run about without schooling.

The Treasurer:’ Would you build a
sehool for six children?

Mr. TAYLOR : Perhaps not; but there
were 12 at Burtville some years ago, and
thev could not get a school.

The Treasurer : Did not they get a
sehool ?
Mr. TAYLOR: They got a school

much later, but even then things were not
satizfactory; the regulations were veally
had. The salary of the teacher wans »
certain amount, and as they lLad only
12 children there and the requisite num-
her was 13, the parents had to pay for
the other three. T forget now what it
was they had to pay; il was a couple of
vears ago?

The Minister for Works:
three-fifteenths of £65 a year.

Mr. TAYLOR.: T know they were very
much against the whole business. Tbe
teacher was being removed and they had
to do this to keep him there. However,
T helieve they have a full complement of
children now and things are going on all
right. T de not know whether there is
a school at Ida H.; there they are 11
miles nearer to Laverton than to Burtville,
and the children round about there ean-
not go to either Burtville or Laverton.
The rvegulation number of children were
not there to compel the Government to
provide a school, and so mstead of the
numhers of the eommunity inereasing
they decreased. That is what happens
under this policy. Instead of mnking
amall communities grow up and increase
the Government are making them de-
crease,

The Treasurer: No, no.

They paid
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Me. TAYLOR: It is so. There was
soine promise of a school at Ida H,  If
the school is not vei provided I hope i
soon will be. 1 do not know whether
there 1~ any necessily for me fo make
further remarks on the general vote, ha.
canse I will have a chance later. [ do
hope the Government will attend lo one
or two ol the poinis L have mentiened ;
that they will do something in respeet
to (he Government ballroom, and  the
Medical and Edueation Departments.

My, HEITMANNY (Cue): In speaking
of the education guestion as far as it is
affected by these Estimates, 1 think the
members of this Chauber will adwmit that
in Western Auserilia we have a system of
education equal if net superior to that
of any of ihe other States of Ausiralia.
and I think that any Government that
endeavours to keep up that standard de-
serves the thanks of the comwmunity. T
am surprised that the Treasurer, 1n his
anxiety to make both ends meet, has struck
apon an idea of his own—or rather it ir
not his own; because throughout Austra-
lia almost every Government have come
to the conclusion that in times of finan-
cial stress the first man to be strack at
is the civil servant. The Minister has
notified that he intends to cut off the
annual inererment of the teachers of the
Edueation Department. T do not know in
what way the Treasurer ean justify his
action when he endeavowrs to square the
finances by taxing one particular portion
of the community.

The Treasurer: I am not taxing them;
I am not taking anything away from them.

My, HEITMANN: You are taxing
them to this extent: You are disallow-
ine what iz really their due. So vour de-
nial is not altogether correct. On going
into the public service the teachers are
told thar they shall receive certain jnere-
ments. Now. I would not take so muel.
exception if the Treasurer would only do
that fairly: bul in this as in the whoie of
his taxation proposal: we find that he does
not base his tax upen the ability of the
mdividual to pay. but rather is he inclined
to tax the smaller man the heavier. This
is clearly shown in hiz taxation proposals
in respect of the school teachers. We
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nnd that instead of taxing those who re-
ceive the larzer salaries—and I would
like to say in passing ihat last year, or
the year before, the Treasurer said he did
not inlend lo give any increase {o any
public servant receiving over £200 a year.

The Treasurer: When was that?

Me. HEITMANN: I think il was the
veur before last, It was when speaking to
your Budget.

The Treasurer: 1 think you are wrong,

Mr. HEITMAXNN: If so 1 am pre-
pared to be corrected. But woe find this
time thot instead of taxing only those
receiving a fair living wage, and making
them pay aecording io what they receive,
the Treasurer is taxing heaviest those who
are rveceiving less than a fair living wage.
If the ‘I'rensurer bad gone into this ques-
tion he would have found that by his
taxation proposals with respect io sebool
teachers—this dizallowing of the annual
inerement—it is possible to tax some of
these unfortunate teachers (v the extent
of £40 or £50. I do not think the Trea-
surer anficipated this: nevertheless it is
true. We find that a iman receivinz £320
a year pavs, by way of this novel tax,
3 1-3rd per cent of bis salary., The wan
receiving £150 a year will be called upon
to pay 7 per cent,, while another in re-
eeipl of £120 a vear will he mulcted to the
extent of 8% per ecut. Then in respeet
of a man who is reeeiving only £110 a
vear, the Treasurer proposes to tax him
up to 10 per cent. of his salary. There-
fore. if a man on the unclassified stafl
is receiving £110 a year with a maximwun
of £130 it is possible, by taking away his
increment this vear to tax him to the ex-
tent of £40 before he receives his maxi-
wum, 1 eannot say why we should deent
it necessary on  oceasions of finaneial
stringeney te pick oul the eivil servant
for taxation. We have no right to tax
him more than any other individual. But
it zeems to be a prevailing idea wilh the
Treasurer that the first man to be taxed
is the civil servant. I think the lasi man
to tax is the school teacher enjoying, if
I may su phrase it. a salary of less than
£150 a year. The proposal of the Trea-
surer may he set out in this wav. The
whole of the salarvies of the Edueation
Department amount to £131.100. Bx
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disallowing the ammual inerement the
Treasurer will withhold £2,800. There
are 200 teachers receiving not more than
£150 a year, and these ave taxed to the
extent of not less than £2,000 of thiz
total amount of £2,800. Forty teachers
receiving from £150 to £200 zre to he
called upon to make up £400 of the
Dalance of £300, while 14 teachers in re-
ceipt of over £200 per annwmn are to he
taxed to the extent of the remaining £400.
This shows that either the Treasurer has
no sympathy with the teachers—no de-
sire to promote a feeling of security
amung them—or he really did not ander-

stand the question when he bronght it

forward. Last evening a statement was
made by the member for Swan, taking
exception to the remarks of the Leader
of ihe Qpposition. and the member said
he thought it an awful statement to gn
forth to the world, ereating an impressio
that dishoneslt methods had heen used by
the Treasurer. I do not know if the
memhber for Swan has read the report of
the Anditor General. If he has I feel
sure that he must have come fo the sane
conelusion as the member for Brown
Hill did, and if it is not dishonest me-
thods. the Treasurer’s administration, theu
it is aheolute want of business ability, We
find right through the Auditor General’s
report some striking cases showing that
the Treasurer has absolutely no regard for
the administration of the various depart-
ments, and one case ecan he pointed to
very clearly in this respect. I refer ta
the defaications of a servant of the Ten-
der Board.

The Treasurer: That affecis the honesty
of the officer eoncerned.

Mr. HEITMANN: At all events it 13
your duty to prevent these people being
dishonest if you ean. T think the Trea-
surer will admit that if he had taken the
precautions advised by the Auditor Gene-
ral, there would have been no stealing of
this £1,000 o £2000. For two years
tunning the Auditor General had pointed
out to the Treasurer that the state of
affaivs in his office was very bad, and last
vear he pointed out to the Treasurer that
the position was “absolutely dangerous.”
These are the words of the Aunditor
Gieneral, and if anything more is required
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by the Treasmrer I really do not know
what the Auditor General can give him.

The Preasurer: Action was taken on
that.

Mr. HEITMANN: The Auditor Gene-
ral states very clearly that no action was
taken. P

The Treasurer: Action was taken,

Mr. HEITMANN: This is only one of
many ecases, showing the loose methods
adopted by the Treasurer in his depart-
ment.

The Treasurer: Had you not better
wait until vou see the evidence. There
has been an inquiry.

Mr. HEITMANN: Here is a servant
of the State. whom we are supposed io
regard as an expert in these matters, a
man appointed hy Parliament, and 1T am
happy to s2y hevond the reach of Mini-
sters and of members of this House. and
lie points ont in many eases where the
business methods of the Treasurer and
the various departments were bad.
~ The Treasurer: No, he does not. He
daes not refer to the Treasurer at all.
Be accurate,

Mr, HEITMANN: He points out in
ecomnection  with the Railway institute
that a cestain sum of money was granted
for a specifie purpose, and although it
was not all spent, the full amount was
used, and a certain sam was paid over
without any statement as to lhow the
money was spent. In connection with the
defaleations of the Tender Board, this
is what the Auditor General said—

“A shortage, as far as can be as-
certained from the imperfect records,
amounting to £1,062 17s. 4d., less
doubtful items (sce Appendix *J'),
has faken place in connection with the
contractors’ deposits controlled by this
office. The accounts have been audited
vearly, and adverse reports forwarded
to the Treasury.”

Do we want anything maore than that? He
says yearly: it may have gone hack four
or five vears. The report goes on io
say—

“‘The report for the inspecting offi-
cer for the vear 1906-7 stated that the
prsilien was most dangerous, and in
forwarding this report fo the Treasury
the Auditor General poinfed ont ihat
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the law had not heen complied with
as rezards paving all moneyvs received
into  the public acecount daily, and
that no responsibility as (o the vor-
rectness of the nccounts could be taken
by him, owing ro the want of primary
records to cnable the debits for

moneys received by the Tender Poard

oflicials being located. The Auditor

General was notitied in reply lo this

report that the money had already

heen paid o the publie account, and
that some of the other matters re-
quiring attention were in hand.  On
the oceasion of the next vearly audit
{June, 1908), the inspecting officer
found the same state of affairs to thal
previously  veported, and owing ts
what is considered the fanliy svstem
consplerable work was thrown upuon
the audit in endeavouring to ascer-
fain the irue position. It iz evident
thai the reporis of the Auditor Sen-
eral, which are made by law to the

Treasury, should receive more atien-

tion. If definite aclion had heen tahen

in this instance there 5 no reason to
believe that a shortage would have -
curred. The hon. Treasurer is aware
of the position, and has directed that
an inquiry he held.

This is after the money had gone.

The Treasurer : Exactly so.

My, HEITMAXN: In 1908, afier al-
fention had been drawn to the matter
for three or four years—Iit may have
been half o dozen years that atteniion
had been called to it.

The Treasurer: You are exaggerating
now. I have not been there for hali a
dozen vears.

Mr. HEITMANN: Te says for vears
past. You do not put any reliance on
the Auditor General’s report.

The Treasurer : He says [
ordered an inquiry.

Mr. HEITMANX: He says in the re-
port in 1906.7 that the position was ab-
solutely dangerous. These are the words
of the Auditor General. One might go
right through the Auditor General's re-
port, and it is the same from beginring
to end. We find complaint afier com-
plaint made: last vear he draws arfen-
tion to a matter and this year he says m

did. T
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remedy has been effected, and sell it
goes on. I want to koow if the Trea-
surer is going to take on himseif the
work of the Auditor General and to
lake no nolice of that officer. If su i
would be as well if Pavliament dispensed
with that officer’s services, givinz fthe
Treasurer a free hand, and I am sure he
couid not do more than he is deing now.
As staied by the Leader of the Opposi-
tion the Treasurer appears fo be right out
of his depth, and I feel sure he has told
his officers, I am beaten; make the
best job you can of it.”’ ‘I'his appears
to be the case aceording io the Anditor
(leneral’s report. Take auother ease
showing the business methods and acn-
men of the Treasurer. Take the loan
advanced in the Murchison Firewood
Supply Company. Only the other day T
asked some questions in the House in
reference v this matter. I asked what
amount of rent had heen paid by the
Murehison Firewood Supply Company
on this loan. T gave notice of the «ques-
tion to be asked on the 27th of last
month and strange to say on the 27th
T was asked by the Premier to allow the
question to remain until the following
Tuesday. When he replied to the ques-
fion 1 found that on the 27th, the day
the question should have been answered,
the firewood eompany had paid in a cer-
tain sum. As far as I can see this is the
only sum that has been paid, £400, on
the loan of £20,000 which was carrying
interest at 10 per cent. for 12 months.
The Treasurer tells us whai good work
thiz company has been doing. TIs that
business, to lend out £20,000 to a com-
pany, charging them 10 per cent. in-
terest, and to get £400 for 12 monihs
interest? It seems fo be characteristie
of the Treasurer. T want to say a few
words on the iiem we are discussine. Tt
appears to me we in Australia are pay-
ing altogether too much for our Gover-
nors, 14 is all very fine for jingoism to
run rint at times, all very well to say
that we must have a connectine link be-
tween the State and ihe mother country,
but at present Australia is paying some-
thing like £100,000 a vear for Gover-
nors. With all due respect to the gentle-
men. I think the time has arrived when
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we in Australia should say that there is
1o position in Australia beyond an Aus-
tralian. That is speaking from one
standpoint. But as a matier of expense
at such a time as this, when the Trea-
surer 1is cutfing down the salaries of
men who are not receiving a living wage,
it is time for us to take into cousidera-
tion a few democratie methods.

The T'rdasurer: What salaries have I

eut down?

My, HEITMANN: The Treasurer can-
not get away from the fact that he is
reducing the salaries of the sehool teach-
ers of the State.

The Treasurer: No I am not.

My, HEITMANN: The Treasurver can-
not get away from the faet that these
teachers went into the service, being
told they were to receive certain inere-
ments, This year the Treasurer has told
the teachers that they cannot receive
them. On the one hand we are paying
some £10,000 or £12,000 in this State
for a Governor, and on the other hand,
perhaps just as useful an individual to
the State, the school teacher, is having
his salary reduced. We have men in the
State service receiving from £11C to
£150 training our children. Can the
Treasurer say he is treating these ser-
vants fairly At the same time we find
on looking at the Estimates, one indi-
vidual at all events is receiving an in-
crease and he gets a salary of between
£300 and £400 a year. We cannotb ex-
peet much less from the Treasurer. He
lias shown right through his adwminis-
tration that he has very little sympathy
with the men on the hotfom rung of the
ladder. For those on top he has every
eonsideration and when the time for fax-
ing eomes round he takes particular eare
these officers are the people who are not
to be taxed. Tt is time in this State that
we took inte consideration the question
of decreasing the cost of the link be-
tween this State and the mother coun-
try. Tt is all very fine to have a good
deal of frill, to have somebody to pre-
side at social functions, but the Trea-
snrer could perform at those funetions
just as sueceessfully as a gentleman im-
puirted from over the sea.
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The Treasurer : You had better ap-
point me.

Mr. HEITMANN: We would appoint
you. We ¢ould get rid of you then. You
eonld do not much harm there and you
could not do much good. We are paying
in Australia something like £100,000 for
Governors. The States have federated
and it is high time we decided to cut
down these expenses cousiderably. I
think the Governor General is sufficient,
for me at all events, and I think for
Australia, T do not intend to go further
into this matter. I am reserving the
little matters I have to say on the var-
ious  departments until we get to the
items. I shall bave something to say
on the Mines Department and the inspee-"
tion of mines and I sineerely hope the
gentleman who has charge of this de-
partment will come to this House
fully prepared to answer everything ask-
ed in reference to his department.

The TREASURER (in reply): If no
other member wishes to speak 1 desive
to rveply. The member who has just
spoken hias endeavoured to make a great
point out of the matter of the increases
being refused in the Education Depart-
ment, and has endeavoured to point out
that it amonnts to taxation of a specific
elass of our Government employees, and
he has gone further and used the term,
that T have been gnilty of cutting down
the salaries of these underpaid eivil ser-
vants, I deny it entirely. 1 want the
Commitiee to clearly understand that
the action has been taken not only in
conneciion with the Edueation Depart-
ment, but in connection with all other
departments of the service, It iz idle
to argne for one moment that employces
in the Education Department should re-
ceive consideration different from that
of other members of the eivil service.
We have decided that at the present
jnneture it is net advisable—we wonld
be loth indeed to make a general redue-
tion in salaries. That has taken place
on previous occasions in ather Sintes
when the neeessity occurred. It is the
last resort; it is a thing that no one
cares about doing, interfering with the ~
standard that a man has lived up to and
to make him reduce that method of liv-
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ing. We went into the matter earefully
and on my recommendation—and I take
the entire responsibility for it—it was
decided that this yvear we would not be
Justified in giving inereases. I think at
the present time we could not have
granted inerements and then made
reduetions all round, as a deputation
which interviewed me asked should be
done. It would have inflicted an undue
hardship on the very class of employees
that the member for Cue professes to
stand up for. To grant inerements and
then take them away would have created
a hardship which I think we were justi-
fied in avoiding if we possibly eovld. I
claim here, being in charge of the
finances of the counutry, and being the
~member of the Government who has to
control the finances, if the necessity arose,
we would be justified in asking the eivil
servants to assist in bearing the burden
of hard times by submitting to a redue-
tion. We do not intend to ask Par-
liament to endorse any reduetion this
year; we intend asking the Committee
to endorse the action taken that we will
not disturb the salaries; and we asked
the eivil servanis {o refrain from de-
manding increases this year in order
that we might see if we can next vear,
if there is more revenue, grant these
increases. Thal is the course taken in
all commereial houses. Notwithstanding
the sarcastic references of my friend
opposite, I venture Lo say it is just the
action he would take in his private busi-
ness at all times. He wounld say to his
employees ‘‘T am sorry I eannot give yon
an advance; you have done good work;
I ask you to be satisfied with the wages
You are getting for another 12 months,
and to see then whether there is an im-
provement.’”” The hon. member would
say that, if he would not go further and
say that he would make a 20 per cent.
reduetion all round. We have only
given to officers those statutory increases
that are provided for. We have
asked all eivil servants to remain as
they are until we see what next vear will
hring forth. I think that is a fair atti-
tude in take up. These increases are
not mandatory; they are diseretionary
and subjeet 1o certain progress, good be-
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bavicur, and other things; and then sub-
jeet to the will of the Governor-in-Coun-
cil. The hon. member shonld under-
stand ibat. Notwithstanding that it is
set down in regulations that increments
may he given, there iz nothing manda-
tory about it. It is all subject to the
exigencies of Lhe finances of the State,
and I venture tu say that there is no
hon. member of the house wha would
say that we would be justitied in inereas-
ing taxation in tlimes of g somewhat
slight depression for the sake of erant-
ing increases, even to eivil servants.
Let me say in regard to the Eduention
Department that our teachers are paid
as well in this State, or even better than
in most of the States of the Common-
wealth. T have comparative figures be-
fore me, but I am not going to worry
the Committee by quoting them. If I
am challenged laier on I shall give them,
The fact remains that our teachers as a
whole are better paid than the bulk of
the teachers in the ‘Commonwenlth,

Mr. Scaddan : That is why they are
leaving us.

The TREASURER: My friend the
Leader of the Opposition in his usual
airy fashion often accuses me of heing
very airy. He eomes here and aseuses
me of being responsible for all the past
sins of finance that may have oceurred,
and he declares he wants an honest
Treasurer. But he eannot prove by the
logic or debate at his command that any
dishonest methods have been instilled by
my agency. Of eowrse he must also
descend to personal abuse, and he says
that I am slovenly and incompetent, and
he goes so far as to say that T am adopt-
ing dishonest methods. He makes
charges against the present administra-
tion, and he makes them knowing the
methods he is complaining about helong
to previous administrations and eannot
be laid at the door of the present Gav-
ernment.

Mr. Bath: What about the sale of
Government property ?

The TREASURER: That was g
method introduced into this House and
legalised by this House and vet the hon.
member accuses me of dishonest prac-
tices. How can it be a dishonest prae-
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fice when it has been sanctioned by the
Tegislature? The hon. member may dis-
agree with the method and he is en-
titled to his opinion. That, however, is
no justifieation for  applying such
terms to my conduet. Is it any justifi-
cation whatever for applying the offen-
give term of dishonesty to me? It
appears to me he is going heyond the
limits of Parliamentary etiquette and he
knows it, and this sort of thing is not
going to elucidate the complex question
of finance; it will not help us to set
right matters of finanee if we deem them
to be wrong; it will not enable me to ad-
just things. The hon. member tried to
saddle me with the sins of his own ad-
ministration, some of which I will refer
to later on. Take this one item heve that
ie blames me for. He says I have
adopted a new departure of even pro-
viding a portion of the railway esti-
mates ont of general loan funds, and he
quoted a sum of £10,000 which appears
on the estimates. That system has been
in vogue for all time. It is true that
in some revenue estimates it has not
been shown, but it has always heen
shown in the public accounts, and it has
always been entered up against loan, and
has been eredited to revenue at the end
of the financial vear. If we take the
Loan Estimates for the year 1904-5 the
hen. member will find there was an ex-
penditnre on those estimates, the same
as on the present estimates. A lump
sum of £7,530 was set down as expendi-
ture for wages and salaries the very
vear when the hon. gentleman and vou
vourself, Mr. Chairman, and your collea-
eues were in power.

AMyr. Bath : Over and above that re-
duction you will have another amount
on the Loan Estimates.

The TREASURER: Why, of course,
if you construct new railways. The dif-
ferenee is this, that in the years 1 am
referring to, although he showed the
Jdump sum for such .wages and salaries,
no corresponding reduction was made on
the revenue Estimates that year. A
transfer of this £7,000 however is shown
in the public accounts to have been duly
made. It amounts to this, that anyone
who likes to spend a little time digging
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into these figures ean always find some-
thing to criticise, upon which they can
hang a charge of incompeieney or dis-
honesty. But it goes without saying that
they cannot bring proof to bear to sus-
tain sueh a charge. In the following
vear, recognising that the conduet of the
hon. member and his eolleagues in 1904-5
was improper, Mr. Rason determined
that  Parliament should know exactly
what was being done, and a deduction
wag made on the revenue estimates of
1905-6 of £10,709 on account of the
snlaries e¢hargeable to loan. That was in
the following year. Then in the 1906-7
Estimates a reduction of £5000 was
made hy me on this aceount, the expen-
diture of the previous year in connee-
tion with this aceount having been
£4.777. the estimate in round figures,
£5,000, was deducted. In 1907-8 £10,000
wag provided for salaries chargeahle to
Loan and Stores administration %

Mr. Bath: With an additional amount
on the lean estimates.

The TREASURER : Certainly not,
And is it not right that you should charge
whatever salaries are incurred in connee-
tion with the expenditure of loan moneys
in carrying out loan works, There iz no-
thing wrong about it. T have not given
any instruetions about these entries. I
have never bothered my head about them.
It is a system adopted ever since we have
had a Treasurer. I lave never given -
struetions as to what had to be done. The
hon. mentber tries to hoodwink ihe Com-
mittee when he makes charges against me
in connection with these matters. It only
shows his own weakness and his own-in-
eapacity to fill the position he ocenpies.
Last year the amount charged to loan ex-
penditure and provided on the revenune
estimates was £10,000. This was to cover
wages and salaries on loan expenditure
and in connection wiih the stores brauch.
It is the first time that we have put in the
stores branch. The amouni charged fo
loan expendifure was £4085, and to
stores £5.043, a total of £9,128 actual ex-
penditure.  The amount charged to
stores is a proper charge and although it
might appear that it is to some extent
loan expenditure it is not all loan expen-
diture. It means this, that the eost of
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handling and running the stores depart-
ment is debited up in this way, and the
price is added tu the cost of the gonds.
If you take rails and fastenings out of
stores for the eonstruction of new rail-
ways; that is loan expenditure, and of
course those rails and fastenings bear
heir fdue proportion of this charge of
salaries and wages. If an officer takes
oil waste out of the store for the purpose
of the maintenance of the railway system
or tor the running of it, a proportion of
wages and salaries iz charged on those
goods and it comes ont of revenue: so
members will see the system iz ahsolutely
correct. Whenever loan expenditure has
salavies and wages that ecan be faiily
charged to it, the charge is made in this
manner; and when revenue expenditure
has salaries and wages that ean he fairly
charged to it, then it appears on the
goods as they are sent out. To my mind
it affords a very correct system of keep-
ing aceounts, and a system the hon, mem-
ber should not quibble at. We endeavour
to give all the information in the public
aceounts. They show all the details and
every item in eonnection with this ex-
penditure, and the hon. member should
not ‘éndeavour to hoodwink members into
believing that something underhand is
going on. Of course, I cannot go inte ali
the details of the Treasury: thev do not
come before me. These bookkeeping und
technical maiters of (his deseription lie
with the officers who are experts, and I
will venture to say that they are above
tryving to fake any figures and make them
appear io he what they are not. The
metther for ('ue charged me witl respon-
sibility for the Tender Board defalca-
tions, I do not wish to say much about
that this evening. As soon as T knew of
the defaleations T ordered an inguiry.
The inquiry went against a certain officer
and that officer appealed, as he had a per-
feet right to do under the Publie Service
Act. The appeal, I am sorry for his sake
to say, has gone against him also; and it
would he wrong for me now, until the
matter is absolutely public property, un-
til it is dealt with, to go into the details
of the evidence: but I will say that the
hon. member will find, when the evidence
is published, that he has no ground for
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making the eharge he did the other night,
a charge that the member for Cue has
endorsed.

Mr. Hettmann: Then why do you not
refute the Auditor General’s report?

The TREASURER: I have explained
that there has been an inquiry, and every-
thing in regard to that ease will be in the
evidence. The papers ean be enlled for
when we mect after the new year, and
then mewmbers can see the absolute facts.
Does the member for Cue mean fo tell
me (hat T am (o accept as absolute gospel
Surely i
govdness the Auditor Generals Depart-
ment was implicated to soine extent in
thiz inquiry? The guestion of audit had
to erop up; it had to he ascertained
whether the fault lay with the audit, or
with the officer of the Tender Board, or
with the Treasury; and the hon. member
ninst not expect nie to refute the charge
in the Auditor General’s report, The
vezult of the inguiry will show where {lwe
fault lay, that certain action was taken
by the Treasurer, and that there was neu-
lect in obeying the orders given, That
is the matter briefly. T cannot go inte
any further details, and T hope memnbers
will await the evidence. Then they ean
come {0 a decision themselves. The next
thing we have is the point raised by the
nmemwber for Wanowna; and the hon.
member, as is his wont on oceasions of
this description, made use of the most
eloquent language, and with outstretehed

hands, and eves uplifted in horror tn
Heaven above called down the wrath of
angels and devils on the Treasurer
because he had exeeeded his authoriza-
tionz,. He =aid—

““They have escaped scot free s
Iong that they imagine thev are en-
tirely immune, but no Government. T
take it ather than the one in offee.
could rest satisfied under the charwes
that are made by the Auditor General.
Tet us take one instance of the way
they are dealing with publie matters.””

Then he quontes ihe Auditor General.
that we have actually vaised "£287,290
in excess of authorisations by Parlia-
ment.  Then ihe hon. member waxed
very eloquent. To use a vulgarism, he
wiped the floor with me, I did not know
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where I was, and the Leader of the Qp-
Jposition chipped in with a very weak
voice, ‘‘They have exceeded their antho-
risations.”” The Government having ex-
ceeded authorisations stood utterly con-
.demued. I.could not see where it eame
in, but on looking it up, I found that
the present Government have had noth-
ang to do with this exeess of authorisa-
tions, if it be an excess. The member
for Kanowna .did not mention the year,
Jbut fastened the blame on to the pre-
-sent Treasurer and to the present Go-
vernment in his eloguent and foreible
Janguage; but he forgot to point out that
the excess, if it be an excess, took place
in 1903-4 in the first instanece, when Mr.
«Gardiner was Treasurer, and later in
1904-5, when Mr. Daglish was Treasurer.
In the first instance Mr. Gardiner e¢an-
celled loeal inscribed stock to the extent
of £44,025, and re-issued it locally. Next
Mr. Daglish eancelled £262,800 of loeal
inseribed stock, and re-isswed it in Lon-
don. That is the charge the member
nutkes  against the Government.
Loeal inscribed stoek to the extent of
.£306,825 was held by our Savings Bank,
.and as soon as the Treasurer of the day
had an opporiunity of floating a loan,
he included a sum that would cover the
-stock held by the Savings Bank; then he
cancelled the stoek held by the Savings
Bank and re-issued it. How ean there
be an exeess of authorisation when you
cancel one stoek and re-issne another ¢
I do not mean to say for one moment
that if we issued that stock to ouiside
holders the thing would not be different,
but here we have two Government de-
pariments under the Treasurer. The
Treasurer says, ‘I will borrow tem-
‘porarily from this department under my
-control, namely, the Savings Bank, the
-sum of £100,000, and when I float a loan
T will tnelude that £100,000 in it, cancel
the stock, and repay the money to the
‘Bavings Bank.”’

Mr. Bath: You
1905.

The TREASURER: I did not. If the
hon. member turns up Hansard he will
find that T took no exeepiion to it: 1n
fact, I defended the then Premier on
that score. I remember distinetly saying

spoke differently in
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that 1 did wvot care twopence whether
he had exceeded his authorisations; it
was a technieal breach, if any, and was
made in good faith, and in the interesis
of the State. I do uot object to the
transaction now; I am merely trying to
defend the then Premier. I believe there
was correspondence with the Crown
Solieitor, who took exception to it, and
could not see the difference between a
transaction of this sort and the cancel-
ling of iuseribed stock held by people
cutside and re-1ssuing it as a new loan;
and he advised at thar time that in his
opinien it was illegal. However, 1 do
not wish to debate that point to-night
so much as 1o touch on the faet that
the member for Kanowna iried to saddle
me and the present Administration with
the offences of the Administration whick
included the Leader of the Qpposition,
and of the Administration preceding.

Mr. Bath: You ¢laim it is nol an of-
fence.

The TREASURER: Well, if it be an
offence. So far as I am concerned I
have not cancelled any loeal inseribed
stock during my term of cffice, Perhaps
T wight have done so if necessily had
arisen. T intend to cancel Treasmry
bills, but, fortunately, the Crown Law
authorities say it is perfectly legal. If
1 have power to cancel Treasury Bills
held by the Savings Bank. I do not see
why 1 should not have power to cancel
Yoeal inseribed stock held by the same
institution. There may be a legal dif-
ferenee, but T protest against it being
set forth to the people of this State that
the Government ave dislionest in their
methods of finance, slovenly in their eon-
trel of the Treasury, and 1 protest
against having an instance of this des-
cription quoted as being a serious erime
and charged against us, If it be a erime
it is one with which I have had nolhing
to do, and for which my friends opposite
are to some extent vesponsible. I have
dealt fully with this question, and it is
on a par with other charges made aeross
the floor of the House. 1We have the old
complaint of the misnse of loan mouneys,
the old eomplaint trotied out again with
rezard to sales of Government property
and in regard tu works being carried
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out from loan funds. I can bricy dis-
wiss all these charges with the one reply,
that whatever has been done by the Go-
vernment—and members must admit at
once that circumstauces alter year by
vear, and different methods have to be
adopted occasionally to carry oul and
fulfil the requirements of the people of
the State—whatever method has been
adopted by us has been done in the light
of day, and with the sanetion of mem-
bers of this House.

Mr. Bath: Such as burying a man on
tbe rabbit-proof fence with loan money.

The TREASURER: The Audiior
General does not say that it is an illegal
charge, yet the hon. member trots it out.
When we are busy building a fence out
of loan moneys, using loan moneys
rightly or wrongly—and we are not the
only people who have built rabbit-proof
fences out of loan moneys—we employ
& number of men with certain plant;
and if we smash an engine, a mofor car
or buggy in the construction of the work,
the cost of replaeing the plant is charged
against the capital cost of the work. If
a man is injured during the course of the
construetion of the work, compensation
for the injury is charged up to the cost
of the work. If a man is killed, and if
we pay a compassionate allowance, or go
to any expenditure in conuection with
the death, it is a legitimatie charge o
set against the cost of the job on which
the man was working. I do not care
what members may say to the contrary,
it is the proper financial method, and
a business-like methed as adopted by
contractors and all those who have
cmrried out works of this deseription.

{Sitting suspended from 6.15 to 7.30
p-mn.)

[Mr. Taylor took the Chair.]

The TREASURER : I have dealf with
the charges of the Leader of the Op-
position in  connection with eertain
siatements that appeared in the Audi-
{or « General’s report, also with the
charge - made by the mewber for
Kanowna (Mr, Walker) as to exeess
anthorvisations of loan borrowings. I
have shown that that action was taken
by my predecessors as far baek as
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1903, and that the present Government
had nothing whatever lo do with the
statement in the Auditor Genperal’s re-
port that the loan authorisations had
been excessed. I have proved conclu-
sively, beyond the shadow of doubt, that
at any rate the statement that we were
responsible for such an excess was un-
founded and should not have been wmade.
In doing that 1 did not desire for one
moment to say that I, as Treasurer,
would not have acted similarly under
similar conditions. I realise that the
Treasurer of that day found it was
necessary to replenish the Savings Bank
veserve, and he ftook a businesslike
rmethod of doing so—whether legally or
illegally is of no moment at the present
Juncture-—by disposing of and cancel-
ling eertain inseribed stock held by the
Savings Bank and inecluding it in a loan
fiotation in London, so that the pro-
ceeds might be put to the credit of the
institution. I have taken similar steps
and have included in the flotation of
Treasury bills now being arranged in
London to redeem half a milion pounds
maturing on the 1st Jauunary. the amount
of £150,000, as referred to when deliver-
ing my Budget speech, for the purpose
of retiring a like amount held by the
Savings Bank, Therefore I hope within
a few months to have £130,000 to the
eredit of that institution in order to
inerease its cash reserve and of course
for the purpose of lending it out to the
different institutions, such as the Agri-
cultural Bank and the Meiropaolitan and
Water Suopply  Adminvistra-
{ions, whickh we are financing from that
institution. The one idea of the Leader
of the Opposition when speaking seemed
to be that any assets which might have
been disposed of under the "Sale of Go-
vernment Propecty Aet should have been
reinvested In exactly the same manner
as the original eapital was invested;
that is to say that if in the Railway De-
pariment, we sold some old locomeo-
tives or wagzons, we should earmark
the proceeds of those sales for the pur-
pose of paying something towards the
purchase of new locomoiives or new
waggons. The idea of this was, accord--
ing to the Leader of the Opposition,,
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that the ecapital value of that asset aliogether. ¥n his desire to give con-

should remain intaet. It maiters not to
me whether the asset is in the Railway
Department or any other department
belonging to the Government, for the
whole of the assets of the departments
belong to the State as a whole. Tf I
reinvest the proceeds of the sale of any
asset belonging to one department in
an asset in another department, the total
assets of the State remain intact. If
for instance I sell old rails—which T
am doing and which iz done every yeav
—iake the proceeds of the sale and build
a school with them, the assets of the
State have not in any way depreeciaved.
I have the same value, and in many
instanees befter value, in the total as-
sefs than previously. To argue that we
are doing something wrong under that
Bill, which has received the sanction of
Parliament, is absurd and childish and,
T may say, absolntely unfair. The capi-
tal of ihe department is not interfered
with in any way, that is, it does not
stand as extra eapital without the asset
heing there, for every department eredits
itselt in the eapital aceount for the pro-
ceeds of its sales,, whether the money
is actually spent again in the depart-
ment or elsewhere. If I sell rails, the
capital account of the Railway Depart-
ment is eredited with the sale and is
reduced hy that amonnt, and 1f the
money is used in building a sehool, the
eapital acconnt of school buildings is
in¢reased by that amount. We have by
that a perfect system of accountancy
and one which can in no wise be quibbled
at by anyone who understands ordinary
commercial methods as adopted by pri-
vaje institutions. The l.eader of the
Opposition went further than this and
told us with very great earnesiness—
and I commend him for his earnestness,
realising as I do that he believes what
he says on every occasion—that he was
not going fo be destructive in his critic-
isims but wished to be consiruetive. Then
in seathing language he denounced the
Treasurer and all concerned for their
methods of spending loan moneys on
what he terms unreproductive proposi-
ttons. He went further still and de-
nounceed the system of borrowing money

structive assisiance in conneetion with
the financing of the State he said that
if we lhiad had the courage in 1897 or
1898 to set aside half a million pounds
for public works out of revenue, and
each year had made a moderate 1nerease
ot that amount—that is I presume ac-
cording to population—to-day we would
have had 10 millions of money and would
be able to do withont borrowing. A
brief review of a sfatement of this des-
cription must show how absurd the pro-
position is, I might earry the simile
further and say that if the hon. member
had had the conrage, or in other words
the means, when a child of tender years,
to put by, say, 25. 6d. a week, and had
gone on inereasing the amount for every
week of his existenee, that, with com-
pound interest, wounld have made him
absolutely independent to-day and he
would not have been eompelled to work
for a living. The position is this. In
1898 there was no earthly chanee of got-
ting half a million pounds from revenne
to put on one side as suggested. In (hat
vear Sir John Forrest had a deficit of
over half a million, to say nothing of a
huge expenditure from lean money. He
spent something like  £2,900,000 from
General Loan Fund in lhat vear. the
sum including the purchase of the Great
Southern railway at a cost of £1,100.000.
It must be seen at once that it would
have been absolutely impossible for him
to earry out the suggestion of the Leader
of the Opposition, who endeavours in
this way (o be construetive in his advice
to the Administration. - There was no
hope that vear, and what hepe has there
been in subsequent years 7 What hope
had I with £300,000 less revenue than
when we entered Federation, to put
aside £800,000 from fhe revenue for loan
purposes 2 The proposition seems to me
to be one that the member might have
brought before a debating society as a
theory, to raise diseussion. but it eould
not go further. It would not do, for
a Chamber like this, 2 House of respon-
sthle people and responsible members,
who have not to indulge in theories hut
who are dealing with hard faets, whao
must not poge as amatenr fnanciers, but
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pst honestly try to carry out the public
works of this State in the best interests
of the people, to attempt to earry such
a theory into praetice. The hon. mem-
her is ne fnancier; his speeches are very
pleasant to listen to, but it anyone tried
to follow them out and to rule the
finances on the lines indieated by him,
he would eourt disasier. We do not
want men with no heart, men with the
heart of mice, who are afraid of their
own shadows and who are not going to
borrow money.
the country te a standstill. We warnt
men wha have eonfidence in the eountry.
and who will not be afraid even of the
deficit we have to face to-day. Speak-
ing with regard to the economies that
had been effected in the Railway De-
partment, the Leader of the Opposition
said that if there were auy econonies
at all, they had been brought about hy
the officials by not maintaining the offi-
eiency of the svstem. He forgot to con-
snult the authorities when he made this
slatement, or if he did so he east those
anthorities to one gide in a light-hearted
manner, When T suggested ihat the
enainteers  had spoken very differently
with regard to the conduet of our rail-
way system, when T pointed out (il
Mr. Light, the Chief Engineer for Fx-
isting Lines, had stated in veporting on
the railways. that the permanent way
and works on the various railways f
the State had heen maintained effici ntly
for the last twelve months, whenr I went
further and asked him to read the vo-
pert which showed that the road was in
a hetter condition now than it had been
for some time and at all evenls for the
past few vears, that the voad generally
was improving eonsiderably and thai the
waterways had been kept in hetter order
thronzhout, the hon. member reforied
that those gentlemen whe were respnn-
sthle for the railways were not likely
to tell the public of Wesfern Australia
that they had gone bevond the margim
of safety in the maintenance of, the per-
manent way. The hon. member not only
made ihat statement but e exceeded it
for he said he was satisfied that the
railways had not been maintained in an
efficient manner.

[17 Decemser, 1908.]
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{Lr. Daglish resumed the Chair.]

That remark commg from a gentleman
wha ocenpies the responsible position of
Leader of Hi= Majesty’s Opposiiion io
this Parliament was a very wrong state-
ment {o make. It is unmanly to accuse
responsible railway officials of concocting
their reports, it is unmanly to charge
those gentlemen with making a report
knowing it to be false. That is what the
hon. mewmber did and I hope he will take
the first opporiusity of removing the
bad impression that his stalement as to
the railway swvstom has  undoubtedty
made througheut the country. The next
matter that the hon. member points out
—and it is one for which I commmend him,
and one which I will be very glad to see
thoroughly debated—is that of a com-
mittee of finance. It appeals to me very
strongly, although T did not intend to
go into it any great length at the pre-
sent time. I have making inguiries in
iwp of the BEastern States where tlis
system exisis, in order to see the extent
te which they go; what powers these
committees have, and what good has re-
sulted from their efforts. But the State’s
finances are so complex and are of so
techinical o character, Lhat unless we have
experts in coutrol of them and expects
to critieise fThem we are apt to get on the
wrong track. It seems lo me that the
Auditor General and the TUnder Trea-
surer, who are both experts in finance—
it seems to me that if they would agree to
come fogether and diseuss their differ-
ences amieably in an endeavour to find
a solution of each of those difficulties as
it arises. it would be better for the in-
terests of the State and we would not re-
quire any committee of finance.

Mr. Scaddan: You would remove the
independence of the Anditor General at
ance.

The TREASURER: Is the indepen-
dence of the Auditor General being at-
tacked at all? The Auditor General has
no control over the accounis of the
Treasury. The aceountaney system of
the Treasury has been built up by the
Under Treasurer for the last 13 years.
It is recognised to he a first-class system;
indeed it has bheen pronounced hy ex-
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perlts of the Eastern States to be ihe
hest in the Commonwealth, and in many
respects it has been copied by the Com-
‘monwealth Treasury itself. 'That heing
50, the Auditor General comes along un-
«er another Aet. All he has to do 18 to
andit the accounts and see that the pro-
per appropriations have been made and
that the expenditure iz under the proper
appropriations.  He has not to deal with
the system of accountaney. e may
sugwest alterations which to hig thinking
may be convenient; but he cannot go he-
};oud that, And T must zay there 15 a
ngidity about the Aunditor General which
I am afraid goes towards preventing that
friendly feeling which ought to exist be-
tween the two departments, The Auditor
General iz young, he is energetic and fired
with zeal in carrying out the responsible
duties of his office. For all that I sin-
cerely commend him. But he hangs to
the letter of the law, and is as rigid as
the statute itself; and in many instances
the interests of the State in my opinion
demand that he should be less rigid in
that respect. The member for Guildford
shakes his head. He was in power in
<charge of the Works Department when
he eommitted an aet not in aceordance
with either the letter or the spirit of ihe
Audit  Aet—when he supplied rails
and fastenings to the timber hewers in
the Collie district. 1t was distinetly an
illegal advance. Yet he made it notwith-
standing that the Solicitor General wrote
a minute warnmg him that he was doing
something illegal and contrary to the
Andit Aet. But now the bon. member
will not hear me out when I say that there
are times when in the interests of the
State the Anditor General should put off
a little of the rigidity which is his most
striking eharacteristie,

Mr. Johnson: My =metion had nothing
whatever to do with the Auditor General.
Moreover, Parliament endorsed iy ae-

tion.
The TREASURER: T say the hon,
member flew in the face of the Audit

Aet, yet he will not support me now
when T express the opinion that there are
times when the spirit rather than the letter
of that Aet should be adhered {o. Qur ad-
vances have all heen legitimately made;
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yvel what my friend once regarded as
legitimate is, when we are responsible for
it, illegal and unpardonable. As I say,
I think the Auditor General is too rigid
and too severe, and in some instances has
touched vwpon trifling matters which
might just as well have been left out of
hiz report.  Yet I frankly confesz that I
commend him for heing watehful. On
the other hand I believe that the Under
Treasurer, having spent a life-time in
his office, having initiated a system of

- aceountaney which has been connnended

by experts here and elsewhere, naturally
feels that nothing can be wrong with that
system—that it is absolutely perfeet.
And he resents any attempt at interfer-
ence fherewith. Thus we have on one
hand the Under Treasurer who bhelieves
his system is not capable of a mistake,
and on the other hand the Auditor Gen-
eral, cast-iron in his aects, and declining
to take a broad view.

Mr. Johnson: It is watehing the Trea-
surer that we want the Auditor (General
for. .

. The TREASURER: T think the hon.
had watehed the hon. member in his time,
and lad hauled him over the coals.

Mr, Johknsen: He did report me. and
you did your best o have me censured.

The TREASURER: I thiuk the hon,
member 1s mistaken. However, let me
say this: The Auditor General should re-
port what he likes to Parliament; wvet at
the same tinve 1 think hon, members ought
to see that the Under Treazurer has a
chanee of putting his side of the question
before Parliament also. One eannot take
ex parte statements of the kind contained
in the Auditor General’s report without
hearing the reasons for the debit or for
the credit, or the reasons for the ervor
commiited, if error it be. Members of
Parliament ought not to rise up in their
wrath and condemn unheard people who
are not aware of having done anything
wrong. Tt was Mr. Gardiner, I think,
who introduced the Andit Aet in 1904;
and when speaking before this House on
that oceagion he made it elear {hat his
intention was ihat in the event of the
Auditor General {aking exception io in-
dividnal transactions of the Treasury
his report should form a speeial report
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on the subject and be wransmitted to the

Treasurer m orvder that the Under Trea-~

surer and his staff might be able to put
their side of the case also before Parlia-
ment in answer to the Anditor General’s
report; and that both decuments should
come hefore Parliament. Anyone ean
sit down and critieise the methods of an-
other perron in aecounianey: but it is a
much more diffieult thing to take eharge
of the office and make alterations which
will obviate such eriticism in the future.
I wish to say that both these officers are
officers to be proud of-—hoth the Auditor
General and the Under Treasurer. And
I think we ought to give them credit for
doing, and advising their responsible
Ministers to dn, what in (ieir estimation
i~ in ithe best interests of the country.
Every action taken in thz Treasury since
I have been in it has been taken in the
best interesis of the eountry, and I care
not what may have been reported to
Parliament to the eontrary. The advance
account, the Government zales of pro-
perty, the stores aecounts—they are all
in the best interesis of this State, not-
withstanding the faet that in the opinion
of the Auditor General they are not in
accordance with his Audit Aet. Excep-
tion has been taken to the stores account.
From time immemorial this account has
been {rezted as a eaxh aecount advanced
out of general eash of the State. And
as the woods are sent oul to Lhe different
waorks they are charged up to loan or to
revenue as the case may be. Surely that
is a proper system. Il is a system that
acts well, and one that other States have
had to follow. In Vietoria they siarted
niany vears ago to place votes on their
estimates for the purchase of stores—
on the revenue estimates, perhaps
£100.000 for stores. and another £100,000
for stores on the loan estimates. This
went on year after year until they got
so tangled up that literally they knew not
where they were. Then they had to do
away with the system and adopt the sys-
tem we have in thiz State. Yet that is
the very system which the Auditor Gen-
eral condemns. 1 shall be pleased in-
deed to have any committee—whether it
be a special committee from this House
ar a committee of experts from outzide
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the House—lo investigate all these mat-
ters, and to recomnend to Parliament
what is the best system to. adopt. But in
the meantime 1 do object to being sad-
dled with the responsibility of having
initiated this system, when as a matter of
fact I am simply earrving on the svstem
I found in vogue. I suppose no explana-
tion witl satisfv those who arve deter-
mined to.he opposed to me.

Mr, Johnson: We do not like yon talk-
ing around the guestion,

The TREASUCRER: TUnfortunately I
am talking somewhat at the hon. mem-
ber and he does not like that. The next
item which struck me in the speech of
the Lender of the Opposition the other
evening was hiz peculiar attitude in say-
ing [ have no vighi to blame the Com-
monwealth for our shortage in revenue
to-day. Well I de not know whether I
have any right or not. I supposge I have
the freedom and right of a representa-
tive of this State to take any view T think
proper on this point, and I think I have
on many oceasions suecessfully proved
that our shortage in revenue to-day is
very largely attvibuiable to our having
joined Federation. The hon. member
seems to think to-day—and from his re-
narks one would naturally suppose lLe is
shortly to be an aspirant for Federal
honours—he seems to think no Llame can
he attributed to the Federal Parliament;
that nothing they do can possibly be
wrong, and that we ought not to take any
exception to the attitude of the Federal
Treasurer towards the States. But T
cannot reconcile that with the aetion of
the hon. gentleman when two vears ago.
he accompanied me to Melbourne to at-
tend a conference of State Treasurers.
At that time one could not have had
a more loval sapporter of the interests
of Western Australia. He took the in-
itiative I think, in moving the continuation
of the Braddon Clause and the book-
keeping system in perpetuity. He real-
igsed that the States were likely to have a
bad time——

Mr, Bethr: But that was against ihe
proposals of the vther States. not of ihe
Federal Parliament.
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The TREASURER: It was to adjust

the financial relationship between the

Commonwealth and the Stafes.

BMr. Bath: My objection was taken to
the proposals of the other States as
against Western Australia.

The TREASURER: But does that
alter the position? The hon. member,
realising at that time that the Braddon
Clanse and the book-keeping system in
perpetuity were essential to the finanecial
stability of Western Ausiyalia, took a
manly stand and advecated that they
should be retained.

Mr. Troy: Due to bad company.

The TREASURER: I hope so.

Mr. Johnson: Is he advoeating
thing different to-day?

The TREASURER: To-day he says
the Federal Government ean do no harm,
they have the right to take this money,
the Surplus Revenne Aet is all right, and
they have the right to take the money
that legitimately belongs to Western
Australia,

Mr, Bath: They are entitled under the
Braddon (lanse to the surplus revenne.

The TREASURER: They are entitled
under the Braddon Clanse to the extent
of a quarter of the customs and excise
revenue, it they expend it they are en-
titled to expend it; if they do not expend
it under that elause they are entitled fo
return i to the States, and.they do not
expend it; to that extent they have taken
sonmiething they were not entitled to, and
which the framers of the Constitution
never infended that they should be en-
titled to take. Surely the State legisla-
tors are representative of ihe interests of
the Siafe, and it is our duty to see that
we get a proper finaneial setilement be-
tween the Commonwealth and the State;
if not, where are we going to land?
Unifieation iz standing out prominently
before us, and members opposite, appar-
ently, will support this drifting into Uni-
fication. TIn other words, they say that
we should reduee the franchise of the
TUpper House, or do away with the Upper
Houze altogether.

Mre. Troy: Yes, do away with the Tp-
per House.

The TREASURER: He is prepared
to hand over the control of Western Aus-

any-
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tralia to the favourable care of members
of the Federal Parliament.

Mr. Wealker: 1 do not think one mem-
ber on this side of the House says that.

The TREASURER: The hon. member
says it. The hon. member has plenty of
sins to apswer for, let him answer for
himself.

My, Johnson: Which member said it?

The TREASURER : The Leader of the-
Opposition.

Mr. Bath: No.

The TREASURER: Turn up bhis
gpeeches and see; the Leader of the Op-
pegition certainly sold so. It ameunts
to this. He says that if you do not rve-
duce the franchise of the Upper House,
he for one was prepared o let the Siate
go inlte the hands of the Tederal Gov-
c¢rnment, If that is a patrictie view to
take of Western Australia, then I say
the sooner the hon. member geis out of
his position the hetier, and let someone
else take charge of the Opposition ben-
ches. {Interrapiion.) Members are
just endorsing the statement I have made,
they are all thinking that way; the people
are going that way, and they are assist-
ing the peopie to get their desire.

Ar. Hudson: If you want the admis-
sion strateht out I will make it.

The TREASURER: Then I say those
hon. members are not true to the State
of Wesiern Australia, they are absolutely
untrue {o the State which they are sup-
posed to represent.

My, Troy: Members who support the
Upper House are not irne to Western
Australia.

The TREASURER: After dealing
with this maiter I have to sit still and
listen to some comments on the increase
in the defieit, which, nnfortunately, dor-
ing the firet three or four months of this
finaneial  year had shown very hadly;
that is, our revenue had not come in ow-
ing to various causes whieh I have made
public since. And I have had to sit still
and listen with all the patience which I
have at my contmand, and it is vast, and
listen to the eriticisms, because the deficit
bad increased during the first four
months to the tune of £140,000. The
Leader of the Opposition, in his anxiety
to dub me as being incapable of con-
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trolling the Treasusy, und I suppose also
of dishonesty in iy iuethods, quoted
South Australia as a shining example of
finance. He condemns me uiterly when
I mention any of the Eastern States, to
show that the position of Western Aus-
tralia is more favourable than our sister
States of the Commonwealth; but he
does not, however, object to quote South
Aupstralia it he may do so {o belittle my
position, and endeavour to show that 1
am at sea in conneetion with ihe finances.
What is the position as to South Aus-
tralia? And what is our position cow-
pared to it? South Australia in 1887
debited to sinking fund and evedited fo
revenue £730,000; in 1892-5 South Auns-
traliae debited (he sun of £261.000, and
in 1902 that State issued some Treasury
bills to cover a deficit amounting lo
£239.000, a total of £1,230,000; £91,000
has been repaid to the sinking fund up
to the 30th June, 1907, that is to go against
the £991,000; £91,000 has been repaid,
and in regard (o the second item the
Treasury bills of £239.000, the sum of
£222,000 Lias been repaid, so even at the
present time, at any rate ai the end of
the financial year 1906-7 there was siill
2 debit balanee aceount i South Aus-
tralia of £911,000. Yet the member has
the andacily

Mr. Bath:
£1,300.000.

The TREASURER: I doubt if South
Australia eounld put away a million from
her revenue in one year. Tf that is ihe
total they have nearly wiped it out.
Still they have as large a deficit as we
have, vet this member has the aundacity
to twit me with our sinking fund and
with my gross incapacity ; he held up
South Australia as a shining example,
when they have had a deficit acenmulating
over 20' vears,

Mr. Bath: 1 was only making & com-
parison between the last two vears, since
the Labour Government in Souibh Aus-
tralia—that they reduced it by £1,300.000.

The TREASURER: We have, unfor-
tunately. not only as I have shown, mis-
statements by members in their anxiety
to condemn the Government, not only
have we ungentlemanly language and
offensive terms cast at us by the Leader

It has heen decreased by
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of the Opposition who vught to know
hetter; he looks so gentlemanly that one
wight deubt whether we could use such
terms.

The CHAIRMAN: T do not think the
hon. member should impute offensive
terms to another wmember.

The TREASURER : 1 only repeated
the terms which the hon. member used.
He said I was guilty of dishonest finance,
during the debate.

The CHAIRMAN: Tt is not an ex-
pression a leader should use. :

The TREASURER: I will pass awny
from that; I am glad to leave the terms
in (he background; I am not accustomed
to use these words. The hon. member
attacks the Government on every pos-
sible occasion ot being incapable in con-
nection wilh their methoeds of finance.
He is not generous enough to admit that
econumies have been effecied in the
varivus departments, but continnally
denies that economies have been effected,
and when he is faeced with figures and
facrs to prove sueh is (he case then he
savs it is sweating, or we have not main-
tained our railway sysiem, or ave not
dealing fairly with the worker, the man
who is entitled in a rise of wages on
every oceasion, and a shoriening of hours,
I want {o show to the Committee to-
night, ¢uietly and ealmly, that these
charges are absolutely untair, that they
are abselutely inaccurate. and that very
ereat strides and great economies have
been effected by the Government during
their present term of office. We have
been three vears in office, not under the
Premiership of the member for Bunbury,
hut two vears under the Premiership of
the member for Bunbury, and onc year
under ihe Premiership of the present
Agent General, My, Rason. And if we
look at that great department. the Lands
Department, which undoubtedly is re-
sponsible for a very creat expenditure in
connection with the Siate’s finanees, we
cannot but be struck with the fact that—
perhaps many more improvements can
be made there yet—great work has been
done, especially by the Premier during
his term in charge of that department.
The first year, the year prior to our
taking office. that is the year the hon.
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gentleman so ably filled the post of Min-
ister for Lands for a short time, the
Lands Department, including the Woods
and Forests Department, cost the State
£136,000, and three years later the
expenditure was £111,000, or a saving of
£25,000, and this notwithstanding the
faet that the work had almost doubled,
and that the revenue had inereased in
the same period by £76,000, and that
revenue had proved conclusively that the
work of the department has also in-
creased.

My. Bath: And the saving effected in
1905 by us was claimed by the present
Minister because he happened to intro-
dunee the Estimates.

The TREASURER: I am not saying
the hon. member did nof save something
hetween the previous year and his year
“of office, 1 am repelling his attack that
this Administration made no economies,
Here ave the figures standing out patent
to anyone who likes to read them, that
in the three years of the present Pre-
mier’s oceupancy of the oftice of Min-
ister for Lands he reduced the expendi-
ture by £23,000 per annum and inereased
the revenue by £76,000, that is, he did
50 per cent. more work with £25,000
less expenditure; is that not economy?

My. Bath: He did not make the saving.

The TREASURER : He made the
saving.

Mr. Bath: It was made by us; he
happened to have to introduce the Esti-
mates.

The TREASURER : No, I am eom-
paring the first vear prior to the hon.
gentleman iaking charge of the depart-
ment with last year. It is no use going
six months ahead or 12 months ahead
when some of the economies made have
been effected in his predecessor’s time.
I am taking the term of four years when
the hon, gentleman flled the office—he
only filled it for four months.

My, Bath: Six weeks von mean.

The TREASURER: T know full well
that he had no time to get a grasp of
tite department, it took him all his time
to keep ount of the clutches of the de-
partment.  The present Minister has
made that saving and it is idle for mem-
bers to detract from it. We have the
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same thing in regard fo railways. In the
year 1904-5, ibe year I have referred to,
the year prior to our taking: oftice,
the expenditure on the grailways was.
£1,205,000, last year it was £1,023,000,
showing a saving of £272,000. Will
members tell me that is all due to sweat-
ing and to neglect of the permanent way ¥
The thing is preposterous, and practical
men would not listen to such arguments.
for a moment.

Mr. Hudson: Your ohservations are:
artistie. :

The TREASURER : They are true ;.
they are avtistic no doubt, they always-
are, but what is move, they arve also true,.
whieh is better still. It is true the reve-
nue of the depariment decreased from
£1,628,000 to £1,518,000, showing a de-
erease of £110,000, but the economies are-
there, standing out right above for any--
one to see in the broad daylight. There:
are economies in adwinistration, and T
defy any member to show that the econo-
migs are due to the neglect of the: per--
manent way, after the reports I have
read from the engineers.

My, Johnson: It has heen neglected,
the maintenance, the rolling stock, and:
the permanent way.

The TREASURER: I am prepared to
take the veports of the practical engi-
neers of the department before the state-
ment of the member for Guildford. The
hon. member knows very little about rail-
ways amd rolling stock. In 1904-5 we
spent on replacement of rolling stock
£40.000 and we spent on vacnum brakes.
L14.000 and on rew works and improve-
ments £14,000 as against £30.000 for re-
placement of rolling stock and £2,375
for new works and improvements this
year.  Notwithstanding this difference-
in favour of 1904-5 of £35,000, and there-
is a large saving in the way of ceonomy
in the administration of that great com-
mereial undertaking. Royal Commis--
sions in 1904-3 cost £8,239. T know it
was said on many oceasions that the
Government ruled the country by Rayal
Commissions in that vear. Last vear the
cost was £1,985, an immense saving of
something like £6,500.

Mr. Johnson: You got your railway-
policy from Royal Commissions.
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The TREASURER: i1 we? I do
not fhink we effected any economies
through the Ruyal Commissions. Eeono-
mies were effected against the opposgition
-of the hon. member who just inter-
jeted.  Parks and reserves cost £7,700
in 1904-5, while last year the amount was
£4.510, a reduction of £3,190. The Print-
ing Oifice, to whieh I will vefer later, cost
the State £38,782 1 1904-5, whereas
last year :t eost only £29,023, a reduction
of £9.75% and in addition 50 per cent.
more work was done, as well as £4,000
. worth of Commonwenlth work.

Mr. Batk: You let more printing out
to private firins. :

The TREASTURER : We did nothing
-of the sort; in faet there is less printing
being done now for the Government by
private firms than was ever done hefore.
I challenge the hon. members to prove
the contrary. Yon can see at once econa-
mies have been effected evervwhere.
‘"There are numerous smaller economies,
‘but they amount to a goed round sum in
the aggregate. In the Treasury and Pre-
mier’s Departments there was a Jdecrease
of £1,685. The Tender Board shows a
saving of £1,710. There were increases
‘in two items in the Treasury, the embos-
sing department which cost £309 and
liguner depariment which cost £364. The
Lands Titles expenditure was decreased
from £10,195 in 1904-5 to £8,602 last
year. And notwithstanding all this our
population has gone on inereasing. In
-every departmeni there has been an abso-
lute decrease in expenditure. The Su-
preme Court shows a decrease ot £1,265.
The revenue hag also decreased there by
£845, This department is one which hon.
members are apt to throw in the teeth
of the Government when the opportu-
nily arises.  Noiwithstanding that our
population inereased from 242,000 on the
:31st December, 1904, to 263,000 on {he 31st
December, 1907, yet the police depart-
ment has been able to effeet some slight
reduction in the cost of administration,
amounting to £2,09%. The registry de-
partment shows a decrease from £9.137
to £6,568: and so on until we eome to
the Amrienlteral and Edunecation Depart-
ments, where decreases cannot take place
-owing Lo the expansian of pppnlation aned
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agrienltural pursuits.  There is not a
member who for one moment wonld coun-
tenance a deerease in the expenditure in
cither of these depariments, unless by
way of effecting econminies. [ is essen-
tial, that having embarked upun n great
land settlement policy of developing the
agrienltaral resourees, we should give
every assistance to the department in
furtherance of that poliecy. The future
of this eountry depends upon the rapid
development and settlement of the ngri-
cultural lands, and notwithstanding what
has been said to ihe contrary there is
an expansion.

Mr. Bath: How is it that the fizures
in the Statistical Abstract differ from
yours?

The TREASURER : 1 do not know,
but the hon. member ean submit them
to me and 1 will be glad to look into
them, These figures of mine have been
taken out for me by experts in the Tren-
sury and checked, and I am prepared
to stand hy them, and whether the hon.
member has wot on the wrong track or
not I do not know, but I venture {o be-
lieve that he has. To finish up let me
refer to some serious charges which the
member for Balkaita made in connection
with the Governmenl Printing Office. T
have never had the opportunity of vefer-
ring to these charges before. The hon,
member made some very erroneous re-
marks and explanations with regard to
that establishment, the conduct of which

I must say T am very proud of. The
management [ think is excellent, but
of course motwithstanding  woud man-

agement munhers of groundless com-
plaints will always eome in.  The hon.
membher said we were sweafing employ-
ees and that we were emploving boys and
girls where men should be employed
under an Arbitration Court award.

Mr. Gill: I feel positive I did not men-
tion wirls. .

The TREASURER: Yet we are em-
ploxing a number of wirls.

Mr. Gill: Not in eonneetion with
machinery. !
The TREASURER :
machinery, =ome of them.

Mr. il T zaid nothing ahout girls.

Sitting behind
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The TREASURER: Well then we will
say boys. I think it was the member
for Kanowna who emplasised girls. He
said we were working hoys where men
should be employved, and that there wns
an Arbitration Court award whieh we
were committing a breach of.

Mr, Gil: T admit it does not apply to
the Government Printing Office.

The TREASURER: Then what was
the charge?

BMr. Gill: That the award applied out-
side and that you did not apply the same
conditions in the Governmeut Printing
Office.

The TREASURER : But the award
does not apply cutside, except to book-
hinders and paper-rulers. The award of
the Arbitration Court was given in enn-
nection with the Bookbinders and Paper-
rulers’ Assoeiation, and there is no
printers’ award in existence at the
present time. That award as far as it
applies to outside firms also applies to
the Gaovermnent Printing Office. In
every case where there is an award of
the Arbitration Court it is observed by
the Government Printer in dealing with
his hands, There is no award limiting
the number of men to be employed »n
machines in the printing department and
obviously that would be unfair, There
is an award limiting one man o one
machine in the ruling department, he-
cause that is necessary. Where you
are dealing with eolours vou must have
a man standing over the machine all the
fime. When vou are doing work of this
deseription even in the Printing Office
you must have one man in charge of one
machine. He must be there in constant
attendance to =ee that the colours do not
ran. When you are working a printing
machine which may be turning out tele-
eraph forms, say by the tens of thous-
ands, the machine may run four orv five
days a week without requiring constanf
attention,

Mr. Gil: When accidents happen de-
dunctions are made from the pay of thivze
in charge.

The TREASURER : I will come Lo
that. A man is placed in charge of per-
haps one or two, and sometimes three
machines. If he sets a maehine which
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is going to run 48 hours it is not neces-

sary for him to stand looking at that

machine. In no part of the Common-

wealth is sueh a thing done. I hava

wires from several States and I have the

award given in New Zealand in which

there is no limitation as tc the number

of maehines to cne man, I find through-

ovut the Commonwealth in no ease doves

one man look after only one machine. Tt

goes without saying that it wonld be

uhwise and certainly would not be econn-

mical and not in the interests of the men

themselves. When men are engaged on -
a particular work they naturally have to

adopt particular means and the oflicer

in charge of the work sees that no man

is put on to more machines than he can

supervise. And although there is a rule

that a man must be responsible for mis-

takes whieh are made in his department,

that is, if he through lLis own negleet

allows some injury to be doune or work

to be spoilt, or if through his own wronz-

doing the work is spoilt, he is charged,

but not otherwise. To show that (he

statements that the hon. member has

heard from the man in the street are nat

correet—and T am sorry to think that

hon. members are too fond of listening

to the man in the street—let me tell him

that durinz the two and a-half years ihe

present Government Printer has been in

charge, a total sum of £7 7s. 9d. has been

deducted by way of fines or compensaticn

for spoilt work from the whole of the

employvees. In only one instance has it

reached snvthing like a figure worth

mentioning. In one case it was 23s. and

in all the other ecases 16s. down to &id

and 9d. Lel me also inform the Com-

mittee thut the Government Printer iu-

quires personally into every charge of
this deseription. He does not leave any-
thing of that kind to his foremen, and in
no case has a man,ever had to pay for
ar error of the boy who is feeding the
machines in his absence.

My, Gill; Tt sounds nice, hut I have
liad experience mygelf in the Govern-
ment departments.

The TREASURER: 1 want the Com-
mittee to understand (hat what 1T have
said is absolutely eorrect, and that there
is nothing wrong in that department. T
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would like the hon. member to go to the de-
partment and see everything for himself. I
would he pleased to make an arrange-
ment for the hon. member to visit the
_ Government Printing Office and ask the
(tovernment Printer to take him round.
I took the oppertunity of going round
the other dav after the statements the
hon, member made, and especially after
the statements of the member for kan-
owna. It 15 moest interesting to eontrasr
the statements of the member for
Kanowna when speaking on this question
a few vears ago with ithe statements . he
made the other evening. No one eould

he stronger on the Government Printing -

Office than the member for Kanowna.
He had not language which was strong
enough to condemn that institution in
July, 1006, In Hunsard he is repotted
to have said;—

“The men in the Printing Office were
not up-to-date. Some of them were
loaters who could not get a day’s work
in any private office. One drunken
man was paid for looking after an-
other drunken man in this thoroughly
disorganised establishment, where men

_ in the lower ranks bossed those sup-
posed to be their superiors, and told
them what should he done and what
neglected. The office was ruo by the
old lgafers, who were .there prac-
tieally as pencgioners. He was glad to
see that the Premier had instituted in-
quiries into the department, and that
steps were being taken to remodel it.
It was an Augean stable, and required
cleansing from top to hottom. Though
not in favour of inereasing the supply
of unemploved labour, for he rather
helieved in giving as much employ-
ment as possible, he did not believe in
the Stale or anyone keeping on a lot
of loafers at the cost of the State.”

That was the hon. member's exposition

of the Government Printing Office two
and a-half years ago. On the next even-
ing he went on to say:—

“T still repeat that it is the duty of
the Government to see that the Prini-
iner Office iz kept clean. All that I
gaid the other night has heen justified
by what the Treasurer has told us to-
night. This establishment does need
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reorganisation. This  establishment
does need rveform. This establishment
has not been conducied as it ought to
have been in the past. It has been ex-
travagant, and there is need for eco-
nomy there.”

Then he went on to say that he did not
think a select committee would be of
any use; that he had perfect confidence
in the Treasurer to sweep out the depart-
ment—to clean the Augean siable, and to
make the necessary reform. Now I have
made these reforms and-the hon. member
the other night said—

“We have heard to-night from the
member for Balkaita, and he has not
been answered by the Minister for
Works, how they are doing in the
Printing Office, pulting girls to work
there. The father of a family, the hus-
band, the wan who has to keep the
house together—in past times he earned
proper wages and was able to keep his
childven respectahle.”

That was the loafer of two years ago.
The hon. member ¢ontinued—

“Now what do we ind? We find one
man in charge of two, three, or four
machines, and lads working them, We
find the men themselves who are thus
working compelled to sacritice their
wages to the extent that if any of these
boys spoil the work that is being done
upen these machines the man’s wages
will he cut down. Girls are employed
where men were onree ewmployed.”

That is the indietment of the hon. mem-
her to-day. 1 eould go into very much
fuller details. But surely it is sufficient
to point out that when the case was be-
fore the Arhitration Court—I am refer-

" ring to the case of the book-hinders, who

were represented in eourt hy Mr.
McCalluin, then an employee in the Gov-
ernnmient Printing Office—Mr. MeCallom
was asked if the employees in that de-
partment had decreased considerably.
He said that they had. His words
were—

“I do not think that there are fffy
per eent. of the hook-binders there that
there were. I should like to explain
that a lot of unskilled work which used
to be done at the Government Printing



11338 Annual Estimaies :

Ollice by journeymen is now done by

unskilled hands.”
So hon, metbers will see it is noi that
we are employing boys and givls to do
men’s work to-day; but that men were
employed sone years ago to do the work
at hoye and girls instead of the work be-
ing left to boys and girls as it is to-day.
We have altered that position and we
have broughi about an encrmous saving.
Two and a-half years ago Mr. Simpson,
the Govermment Printer, took charge of
the department. In his first year, with-
out any additional machinery he effected
a reduction of £G,000; and in the year
1907-8 he effecied a further reduction of
£7,000, as comipared with the year 1905-6,
in addition to whieh he is now paying for
power and lighting, previously provided
by the Public Works Department, and
has added some £1,200 worth of new
machmery out of his revenue vote. All
this represents a eash saving effecied
during two and a-half years of about
£18,000, in addition lo which Mr. Simp-
son has turned vut abont 50 per eent.
more waork, In other words, had the old
regime of 1805-G remained; had the hoys
and girls not been employed upon the
legitimate waork to whieh they were en-
titled, and had the loafers heen kept on,
our printing bhill wonld have cost us this
yeanr £45,000 instead of £30,000. T trosi
1 need not dilate any further upon this
department  at  the present junetnre.
Some very severe siviciures have been
passed in another place wpon this print-
ing department and its work; passed, too,
by an hon. member who ought fo have
heen mare conversant with the irue state
of affairs. [ ask the hon. member in
another place to compare the £29,000

cost of the department with the £19,000

cost of the Commonwealth Printing Office.
That menber forgol the numerous items
wiven out departmentally in the Federal
Parliament: and he failed to lonk into
the figures to see what ihev really were.
The Federal printing and stationery bills
amont  to £96.484. The amount of
£19000 which the hon. member used
in his comparison was for the Common-
wealth  Pavliamentary printing  alone,
and not for that of other Commonwealth
departments whieh o to make up a huge
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expenditure. For instance, the cost of
printing for the Commonwealth Postal
department iz £52,285; for Defence,
£5,036; Trade and Customs, £10,651;
the Treasury, £799; Home Affairs,
£5,677; the Attorney General, £310;
Executive Council, £3; and the depart-
ment of External Affairs, £2,277. Now
I do not want to go any deeper into this
matter at the present juncture. If nee-
essary 1 shall be prepared to go into it
more fully later on; hut T would like to
say the Priniing Oflice is worlhy of in-
spection by members. The Government
Printer has faithfully earried out his
duties, and rather than be led by the man
in the street hon. members should take
an oppertunity of going down and in-
speeting the place for themselves. It
is a privilege to which they are entitled,
and I shall he only too glad to afford
them the opportunity. '

{General debate concluded : Voties and
liems disenssed as follows).
Vote—His Euxcellency the Geovernor,

£1,148,

Item, Clerk in Governor’s Office, £300:

Mr., NANSON: The present was a
partienlarly convenient time for dealing
with the matter of His Excellency’s sal-
ary, seeinyg that the tenure of office of
the present occupier of the position
would shortly expire. Some six vears
ago when a similar opportunity arose he
(Mr. Nanson) had brought up this mat-
ter and urged that the salary of the Gov-
ernor should be materially redueed. He
had then pointed out that in Canada the
galarvies paid to Governors were very
mueh lower than those obtaining in the
Auslralitan  States.  For instance, in a
State like Ontario with a population of
nearly three millions the Governor was
paid a salary of £2,000 a year.

The Atiorney General: He is Lieuten-
ant-Governor.

Mr. NANSON: By whatever name the
official  was  called he fulfilled all the
functions of Governor. The Governor of
Quebec was paid a similar amount, In
fact in none of the Canadian provinces
were the Governors paid more than
£2000 a year, while in some the amount
wag only £1400. Six vears ago he (Mr.
Nanson) had been of the opinion that the
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Governor's salary should be reduced; and
in the time that had sinee elapsed the
case in favour of reducing fhe cost of
the Governor's establishment had been
very munch strengthened. The condition
of the finances were not =0 good as they
had been six years ago, and under Fed-
eration the conditions of the State had
altered very considerably. The State was
confronied with the unification movement,
which was not to be treated with con-
tempt. The best way of combating that
movement was hy setting our house in
order. Unless Parliament showed that it
was prepared to establish radieal econ-
omies the people would be found declar-
ing in favour of the functions of the
State Government and Parliament heing
performed by the Government and Par-
liament of the Comumonwealth. 1t might
be =aid that it would be difficult to get a
suitable wentleman for the position at a
salary of £2,000. That contention could
hardly be supported. He (Mr. Nanson)
was in accordance with the view that the
position should be open to persons resi-
dent in the State or in the Common-
wealth, or anywhere within the Empire.
The service of the Empire should be as
much open to a distinguished Australian
ag though he were resident in the mother
country. Nothing but good could result
from an interchange of distinguished
persuns among the different States form-
ing part of the Empire. When first the
position of Governor of the Transvaal
had been established it was mooted that
the late Mr. Seddon—the then Premier
of New Zealand—should be appoinied to
the posiiion, Had a course of that kind
been taken no doubt it would have been
an advantage to  South Afriea, and a
high compliment to New Zealand and to
that distinguished statestnan new  dead.
While sugeesting that the salary should
noi be more than £2,000 a year. he made
no snggestion as to limiting the area of
choice. though he thought it possible that
within the Commonwealth there could he
found a number of wen who had worked
so well for the State that we could feel
sure it they were appointed Governors
they would adorn the pesitluns and give
the utmost satizfaction to the community
at laree. Tt was to be hoped the Pre-
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mier would he able to give some assur-
ange that the Government would, during
the interval between the retirement of the
present  Governor and the appointment
of the unext see whether it was pos-
sible to make the innovation suggested;
because it wonld he a good thing for a
Government  chosen  from members
on this side of the House to initiate
a  veformm of this character rather
than to leave it to a later date and
have it carvied out by a Government
chosen from members on the Opposition
sile of the House. With regard to the
attitude of the Impedial Parliament on
this matter, so far back as nearly half a
century Mr. Gladstone, speaking in a
representative capaecity, expressed the
opinion in the House of Commons that
if the colonies wished to appoint theur-
own Governors there could be no objec-
tion o the course. Mr. Gladstone speak-
ing on March 22, 1867, on the subjeet of
Canada Loan Bill, said: —

“We have for a quarter of a eentury
acknowledged absolutely the right of
self governmment in the colonies. We
do not expeet the laws of Canada or of
Australia to be wmodelled aceording to
our owh ideas, We grant them a
greater freedom from interference
than, az amongst the three kingdoms,
the Legislatures grants to the peculiar
ideas that may happen to prevail in one
of those three. We have carried it to
this point, that as far as regards the
Administration; T believe that it may
he said that the only officer appainted
hy the Colonial Secretary is the Gover-
nor; and 1 helieve there eannot be =z
doubt that if il were the well-ascer-
tained desirve of the colonies to have the
appointment of their own Governor,
the Imperial Parliament wonld at once
make over to them that power.”

There was to-day a feeling in favour of

exercising sowme kind of wvoice in the
choice of Governor. Certainly Parlia-
ment had the power in regard to the

amount of the salary, and probably if the
salary were brought t{o the
amount the Home Government would he
olad to allow the State Parliament to
exercise a certain amount of nomination.
Tt is quite poszible that they might wel-

sinaller -
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come some sort of hint as to a suifable
candidate drawn from Australia.

The.- CHAIRMAN: Before this mat-
ter proceeded further, the disenssion was
not altegether relevant to the item.
The hon. member had drawn his attention
to his desire to get an assurance from the
Premier, and had been allowed that lati-
tude; but now the atltention of members
must be drawn to the faei that the pro-
pet procedure in  bringing forward a
question of this importance was to do it
by mofion given after the ordinary notice.

Mr. NANSON : In speaking on this
item he had taken the view if the Gov-
ernment decided to decrease ile salary
of the Governor in future, it would pro-
bably not he necessary for this particular
item of £300 for the clerk to appear on
the Estimates.

Ay, Beth : Do 1 understand it will
not be within my provinee to discuss this
(quesiion ? ’

The CHAIRMAN : The lon. mem-
ber could not be prevented from discuss-
ing the remarks any member had heen
allowed to make, but at the same time
he would bhe glad if wemberz in their
remarks would bear in mind the diseus-
sion was amelevant, and would confine
thelrr observations, if he might suggest it,
within reasonable limits.

Mr. BATH: Tf a member gave
noiice of motion to test the opimon of the
Housze on this question it was improb-
able we would have the opportunity of
really securing the opinion of the House.
The opportunity -for discussion might
he secured, but it was improbable fhere
would he sufficient time to secure an
expression of opinion, which, afier all,
was the essentinl feature of a discnssion
of this sovt. The item under discussion
was no doubt altogether out of the pro-
vince of this Asszembly, because it was
on the ¢ivil list and therefore not on the
Estimates (o be discussed by the Com-
mitiee, but it was necessmry that members
shonld have an opportunity of refering
to it briefly, becanse it was a particularly
- favourably opportunity for an expression
of opinion. If a majority of members
favoured the idea of securing a less ex-
pensive establishment the reform counld
be made during the fortheoming inter-
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regnum between the retivement of the
present CGlovernor and the appointment
of his sucecessor. There was a general
expression of opinion that after Federa-
tion and the establishment of a Gover-
nor-General for the whole of Ausiralia,
there should be reform in this direction.
In fact in 1904 a motion had been carried
in favour of a change being made, and
in favour of a loeal appointment. That
motion was practieally an instruetion to
the Government then existing, and now
the opportunity arose for the present
Government to earry out the reform;
and if it was the opinion of members of
the House that there should be a local
appointment, that opinion could be taken
by the Premier and conveyed {o the
proper aunthorities at Home. No doubt
one of the inducements held out by men
of all shades of opinion to bring about
Federation was that there would be
eppertunity for economising in the State
Government House establishments. Sir
Josiah Symon, at Kalgoorlie, had advo-
caled that we should effect this saving.
Of course the difference of opinion was
as to how the appointment should be
made.  The thorough-going demoerat
said there should bhe an election of the
Governor or. Lieutenant Governor, but
he (Mr. Bath) was not in favour of eon-
stituting in WesternAustralia what would
be practienlly another legislative author-
ity, because we could not elect a Gov-
ernor without vesting in him ceriain legis-
lative or execeutive powers, Certainly
the position would be other than merely
vegistering the opinions of, or resolutions
carvied by, Cabinet. Cirenmstances did
not demand that we zhonld go to all the

trouble and expense of choosing the
Governor in such an elaborate way, We
could adopt something on the lines

adopted in Ameriea, and have some per-
son vested with executive powers so far
as Parliament was concerned, and we
could have the functions now carried out
by the State Governor delegated to him;
and as the gentleman chozen wounld be a
resident of Western Australia, the duties
could be fulfilled with as muchk dig-
nity and eredit to the State as under
the present system. Since the estahlish-

ment of the Federal Government House
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the necessiiy for the Stale establishments
on the same scale no longer exited. The
member for Greenough, to test the feel-
ing of the Committee, shonuld move a re-
duction of this item as an instruction to
the Government.

The PREMIER : As intimaied already
this was an opportune moment for mem-
bers to discuss this quesfion. No doubi
since Federaiion, as the hon. member
said, the respunsibiliies uf Staie Gov-
ernors were nut so great as they were
prior to Federation, hut it was expressly
provided in the Federal Constitution that
we, a8 a sovereign Slate, shonld take mo
sieps to in any way lessen the powers we
possessed at the time of Federation. So
far as the appointment of State Gover-

nors was concerned, in utter contra-
distinetion  to  the procedure adopted
in Uanada, His DMajesty  appointed
them, and it did mnot necessarily
follow that he shonld not appoint
a citizen of the Commonwealth,

whereas, g0 far as the Canadian States
were concerned, the position of State
Governor was really an official position,

the appointment being made by the cen- .

tral executive of Canada. If the same
course were followed here it would mean
that the Federal Government would ap-
peint the Goverfors for the various
Stater.  This  question was  reecently
raized hy the Premier of South Aus-
tralia, and a despatch was forwarded to
the Colonial Office sugwesting that a
citizen of the Commonwealth should be
appointed Governor of that Siate. 1t
was sald in the reply despateh  from
Lord Crewe that a stipulation was ex-
pressly provided in the Constitution in
regard theretn, and that unless the
varions Stafes asked for an alteration
the same proeedure as hitherto would he
followed. 'The objection to the system
of a State appointment was thai it
would come down to a recommendaiion
from the Government of the day ; there-
fore. it wounld be a purely political ap-
pointment to he made by the Ministry
on the expiration of the Giovernor’s term
of oflice. It was questionahle whether
thai would be wise.

Mr. Nanson : The Government
appoint the Judges.

now
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The PREMIER : The Judges were en-
tirely distinet from politics, but it might
be that in connection with a political ap-
puintment sueh as that of Governor,
the position would be offered to one whom
the Governnment would be very glad to
wel 1id of. As to the remuneration for
the position. members must he aware
there were many ealis on the gentleman
holding the position of Governor, and
the present salary was none too large.
Hospitality had to be extended hy the
representative of the IKing to distin-
wuished wvisitors who called here, and as
pointed out by Sir Walter James, when
Premier, many obligations in this respect
devolved on His Excellency, At the
time that statement was wade the pop-
ulation was just over 210,000, while now

it was 280,000, and the obligations
natarally  inereased with an  increase
in population.

dir, Johnson : Neot necessarily so,

The PREMIER : The salary of the
Fovernor of New South Wales was very
much wreater than that of the Governor
here.

Ay, Seaddan @ The general taxpayers
pay for the entertainment of the elité

The PREMIER: TUnder the Federal
Congtitution the right was expressly re-
gerved to the sovereign States to con-
tinue the =ame method of appoiniment,
tn evntradistinetion of the Canadian sys-
fem, where the positions of Governors
were Exeentive appointments made hy
ihe Covernment. :

My, JACOBY : The time had arrvived
for an alteration to be made. The posi-
tion of CGovernor should be retained as
ihat official dealt direet with the Colonial
(Hlice, while the Lientenant Giovernor had
to put all documents he handled through
the Governor-Gieneral, and, neessarily,
they came under the view of the Federal
Ministry. Tf that were done it would
be rohbing the State of its status. “There
was no ohjection to the appeintment of
a local gentleman as Governor. There
was no justification for the large siaff
maintained at Government House, and he
could not help expressing the hope that
we would find a man with ihe necessary
capacity to earry out the duties, and who
would accepl Lhe position at the salary



1142 Annual Estimales :
of £1,000 a year. He conld be supplied
with one elerk instead of the rather
elaborate system now obtaining at Gov-
ernment House. There would shortly be
an opportunity to make an alteration in
the system of appeinting a Governor.
My, HOPKINS: The first issue to be
determined was whether, if the appoint-
ment wag to be made within the State,
the post would he flled with the same
capaeity as under existing conditions.
Repeatedly it had happened that the
various State Governors had applied for
extended leave and returned to the old
country, and the office had been filled
during their absence by the Lieutenant-
Governors. They had been filled with
ahility quite as “eonspicuons as thav
whieh charaeterised the permanent ap-
pointees. In this State a few months
ago, the Lieutenant-Governor filled the
position for about six months, and if
he was capable of doing so, and as no
outery had been raised in the country,
it was obvious he would be just as eap-
able of flling it for six years. The weak-
ness of the South Australian Executive,
in conbeetion with their protest against
the appointment of a Governor, was in
conneetion with the salary. Had they
reduced the salary, more courtesy would
have been received when the matter was
dealt with by the Colonial Office. Men-
tion had been made of political bias.
It a gentleman was in possession of a
judigial mind, with sueh qualities as
were looked for more parctieularly in
the Chief Justice of the Siate, who con-
trolled one of vur eourts where the lives
of our fellow subjects were at stake.
surcly he would be qualified to deter-
mine the various issues that might arise
between parties on either side of this
House. If he failed to do so, as it was
asserted a Governor of Queensland bad
failed, the people were eapable of reeti-
fying any blunders. In every instanece
an appeal to the eountry showed whether
a deeision arrived at by the Governor
in dealing with a politieal situation had
been eorrect or not.  Owing to the
service rendered by our Lientenani-
Governor to the Staie when filling the
position of a judge he was retired on a
good pension, and if he were appninted
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to the position of Governor that pension
would be saved fur some years. Doubi-
less, also, the gentleman holding the
position would be very glad te fill the
office of Governor in his declining years.

The Attorney Gemeral: That would
not save the pension.

Mr. HOPKINS: While Sir John
Forrest was in the Mimstry he did not
take the pension he reeeived for his ex-
ploration services to the country. At
any rate, a further reduction to the
salary of Governor would be possible.
If the Chief Justice declined office ai a
salary of £1,000 a year, doubtless even
in this Chamber oune or two members:
would be found who would not decline
the position. The State, through Parlia-
ment, would be easily capable of as-
sisting the Colonial Office in making an
appointment satisfactory, not only to
Parliament, but also satisfactory and
economical to the State. As to the ex-
tension of hospitality, it was well known
that lavish hospitality had been extended
by men holding office other than that of
Governor.  For his own part he dis-
approved of a large expenditure in ¢on-
neetion with Government House., If
the State desired to introduce economies
it was quite unnecessary to maintain
the elaborate ballroom which formed
part of Government House, and which
was apparently a white elephant. TIi
was hardly, if ever, used. That room
might be well turned to muech better-
account. He would support the sugges-
tien of the member for Greenough (Mr.
Nanson), and without desiring to make
any reflection on the present Governor
or his predeeessors, he was of opinion
now as many thought when Federation
was introduced. (hat the Governor Gene-
ral would be quite adequate’lo vepresent
his Majesty in the Commonwealth.

The ATTORNEY GENERAL: Two
views eould be taken on the question,
and it all depended on the one adopted
as fo whether one arrived at the con-
clusion some hon, members held that it
was desivable to abolish the present sys--
tem of the appoiniment of Governors,
or whether. on the other hand, one ad-
teved (o the maintenance of the office,
but on a more economical seale, Tf he
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rightly interpreted the sentiment ot the
Leader of the Qpposition, that gentle-
man belonged 1o the schaol who thought
that, as Fedevation had resulted in the
appeintiment of a Governor Geneval, the
same necesity did not exist now as pre-
viously for ihe appointment of State
Governors. We all knew that the ap-
pointment was made by ihe King. It
was hecessary to mainiain the avenue of
communication belween the Siare and
the Taperial Parliament. There were
to-day questions of the gravesi import-
ance that onr views in connection with
which we desired should he taken into
account by the Tmpervial authorities If
we allowed for one moment the position
of the direet representative of the King
to be abolished, we should have no
avenue for sending home owr views.

Members: Why?

The ATTORNEY GENERAL: We
should have to send thew through the
Governor (Geneval.  What bhappened
when the Governor General received a
despateh ! He zent it through his Mini-
sters to the State and when the State
made an answer to that despateh, the
Governor General again submitted that
answer to his Ministers and it went home
not in the light of the views we held,
bat in the hight of the views of the
Federal Ministers.

Members: Oh!

The ATTORNEY GENERAL: It was
no use members saying “oh’; they had no
knowledge of the eireumstances.

Mr. Seaddan: What about the separa-
‘tion petition Lhat the goldfields got up ?

The ATTORNEY GENERAIL: Thai
was encouraged by one single Minister
of the Britizh Crown, and he weni out
of his wav to ereate an avenue for that
petition to be entertained. That did not
alter what he was pointing out te the
Committee.  There were two schools,
one school believed that mnow having
Federation we did not want to keep the
State hfe intact, and that evervihing
should go ihrowgrh the Governor (General,

Hon. members opposite were honest
enough {o say that. Tt was of the
greatest importance that we shonld

mainiain our own avenue of direct com-
munication and that we shonld not take
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the views of the Ministers of the Fede-
ral Government. The proposal was that
at a ecunsiderably veduced salary we
should obtain the service of some person
whom the King would appoint as his
representative. In the first place it was
necessary to recognise thal in making
the appointinent, naturally the Home
CGrovernment would require that the per-
son holding the oftice should be provided
with sufficient salary to maintain ihe
dignity of the oftice o that he should
be a man capable of doing this out of
his own privaie means. He (the At-
torney General) would refuse to agree
to any person coming here with private
means and spending them in the intevests
of the State.

Mr. Balle:' There was no need for it.

The ATTORNEY GENERAL: We
were foreed hack to the pusition that it
would be possible to obtain the services
of some person who would earry out all
the duties of the office at a much reduced
salary., Tt was perfecily trne that dur-
ing the absence of the Governor from the
State some person had acted as Depuiy
Giovernor. not as Lieutenant ®overnor
as some hon. members imagined, but as
Clovernor’s  Deputy, as such was en-
titled to half the Governer’s salary.
ITe would venture ta say that during
the ferm that another person had oe-
cupied the position of Governor’s De-
puty, and had condncied the establish-
ment of Government House, he had also
econduceied his own personal expenses on
the most eeonomical possible lines. Tt
was a dnty whieh every Governor should
discharege, .and which perhaps had not
heen discharged so adequately as they
might wish, that he should go over every
part of the State, to learn its possibi-
lities, and he in a measure a person who
would  interesi  himself and interest
others in the development that was in
progvess, and if the Governor did that
on a scale which we had a right to ex-
pect, the salary the State provided would
be in na zense exeessive. He would
liesitate verv much before he would
undertake npon the salary provided for
the CGovernor’s establishment in this
State io discharge all those duties which
one micht well sav were n=soeiated with
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the office. If it were possible as hen.
members thought it was, to discharge
the duties at a redueced remuneration,
ke would be at one with them in bring-
ing about sueh reduction, but he counld
not believe that these duties could he
discharged by an cecupant of the office
at a salary lower ithan that which ap-
peared at present on fhe Estimates.
There was one other matter he would
ask (he Commitree to take into con-
sideration. Admittedly if we got the
right Ineal man for the office, it would
be the best appointment to make, and
also admittedly, if ithe suggestion was
made to the Home Government by the
Governor of the State, the Home Govern-
ment must take that suggestion seriously
into consideration,  That had never
been disputed since the davs of the ap-
pointment of the Governor in Queens-
land, to which exeeption was taken by
the Queensland Government that the
Governments of the States should have a
voice in the appointment of the person
to represent His Majesty the King.
Therefore, if a loeal apeintment was one
that was desivable, there would he no
diffienlty in the way as things stood to-
day. [t was only necessary for repre-
senfalions to be made fo the Imperial
Government; and he had no reason to
donbt from the experience of the past,

that that vepresentation if possible
would he given effect to.
Mr. Jolmson: Why did not the

Aftorney General .make that statement
at the begiining of his speech?

The ATTORNEY GENERAL: Itwas
somewhat unfortunate that the member
for Guildford misunderstood him.

My, Johnson: Every hon. member round
here had misunderstood the Attorney
General.

The ATTORNEY GENERAL wished
to emphasise the faet that in econsidering
this particular item on the Estimates the
Committee should not do so in a niggardly
spirit.

Mr. FOULKES: It had been argued
that a suitable man should be selected af a
lower salary and the amount had heen
suggested as £1.000. He was snrprised
that the hon. member who made that
suggestion should have limited himself
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to that amount. [If the hon., member took
very little trouble he would be able to
get a man even at £50 a year to fill the
positien. It was suggested that Parlia-
ment would be able to appoint a suilable
man, but Parliament was the last body
that wonld he capable of appointing a
man who would he free from party bias.
In Canada it was a well-known fact that
the Comstitution provided that the Gov-
ernor should be appointed by the Federat
Government and invariably the appoint-
ment was given to a member of the Gov-
ernment’s own party.

Member: It answered very well.

Mr, FOULKES: He did not know that
it did. Coare was faken to appoint a mem-
ber of the party, or in some eases a capable:
Minister who happened to be o member
of the Cabinet then in office. If any
appointment were made by the Federal
Government in Australia, if one of their
Cabinet Ministers for instance were
selected to act, he would come here per-
meated with his own political views and
the result would be he would nat he able
te deal so dispassionately and so im-
partially with matters as we would expeet.
Anyone reading the works, dealing with
the Constitution of Canada would see it
was elearly established that any Govern-
ment eould appoint a man from their own
party. He would hold the position for
5 or 6 vears and the moment he retived
he resumed his position with his party.

AMr. Heltmann: Was there anything
wrotg with that?

Mr. FOULKES: It was not a good
exanmiple to follow. It had been suggested
that one of the Judges should be selected
to act as Lieutenant-Governor. Everyone
must admit this fact that during the last
few vears since there had been an Arhi-
traiion Court in the State, our Judges
had been subjected to severe eriticism.
He Lad heard severe eriticism east against
the integrity of the oceupants of the
Supreme Cowrt hench by members. He
did not say from which side of the House,
the eriticism had come from hoth sides.
The Chief Justice particularly had been
eriticised, in faect every Judge bad been
criticised for the decisions that had been
given in connection with disputes brought
forward. They had been assailed in the
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sirongest possible language, and he was
sure it the Chief Juslice were to he ap-
pointed io act as Lieutenant-Governor or
as Governor, the same criticism would be
levelled against him.  Frequently the
jmportant question aroze of whether there
should be a dissolution or not. In such
event it might so happen that the Gov-
ernor would be closely econneeied by ties
of friendship or of relationship with
some pariicular member of the Ministry,
it woi with the Premier himself. How
then, in the circumstances, ecould any con-
fidence he reposed in the decision of the
Governm? Tt would be always diflienlt
40 wet & Jaeal man quite free from lies
of friendship or velationship. As for
bringing a man from the Eastern States
he (Mr. Foulkes) was strongly opposed
to thus making Western Ausiralia sub-
servient to any of her sisier States.
Again, if that course were to he adopted
a position might easily arise in which
Western Australin would be in dispute
with perhaps the very State from which
the Governor had been brought. 1In such
cirenmstances it would be a matter of
difficully for the Governor to hold the
halance equally between the two States.
Then, supposing a man like Sir William
Lyne were to be appointed. Some in
Western Australin would he pleased at
ihe appoiniment while others would be
utterly opposed to it. Tn his (Mr
Foulkes’) opinion the appointment of
GGovernor should he aceeptable to all
pavties in the State. Bach of the recent
Governors of Western Anstralia sent from
the mother country had heen singularly
free from any political influences. Again,
a man who perhaps would be distinetly
popular when appointed might be held
in bad odour long hefore hiz term of office
had expired. He (Mr. Foulkes) clearly
remembered a case of a former Mayor
of Pecth who had been returned to cffice
with acelamation. Indeed had that eentle-
man come forward as a candidate for
the position of Governor of the State
ke would have heen returned by an over-
whelming majority. He ecould have had
almost any position in the State.

Mr. Hopking: Tt was a zood job he
did not stand for Claremont.
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Mr. FOULKES: Yei only a few years
later thai same genftleman, had he offered
himself az a candidate for any public
position whatever in Western Australia
would have lost his deposit. Regarded
from a business point of view nothing he
thought would damage this State quite so
mueh as to have it go forth that it
waz degired fo appoint a local man to
the position of Governor raiher than to
receive another from Enseland. The ap-
pointment of Governor was a most im-
portant one. Tt was the great link between
the State and the mother counfry. He
lioped there would he no gerious propusal
for an alteration in {he system of appoint-
nment,

My, JOHXNSOXN desired to endorse the
view that the present opportunity might
well be availed of for reducing the salavy
paid to the Governor. In order to impress
this upon the notice of the Government,
he moved—

That the item be reduced by £1.

It, as the Attorney General had said, the
Commitiee could fix the salary of the
Giovernor, the matter of his appointment
was in the hands of bon. members; beeause
fhey had but fo fix a small sum and
it wounld be taken in England that

thex desired a loeal man for the
posifian. There was no  wish to
sever the link beiween Western Aus-

tralia and the Home land. It was merely
that he and other hon. members wished
to have a loeal man v the position at a
smaller salary than had been paid in the
past. It had heen pointed out that ihe
Governor had to entertain, e with others
wanted to appoint a Governor who would
not rezard it as absolutely necessary to
enterfain. or at all evenis not to entertain
a select few time after time and accept
them as heing representative of the whole
of the people from whogse pockets his
salary was drawn. The appeoiniment of
a loeal man need not he permitied to make
any difference whatever in the relations of
the State to the old comntry. Al com-
munications could go direet as they did
at ihe present time. He (Mr. Johnson)
wizhed to remind hon. members that they
had no means whatever of arviving at the
actual expenditure inecurred at Govern-
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ment House; for the full amount was not
shown on the Estimates.

The CHAIRMAN : An amendment
could be taken to reduce the total of the
vote, but an amendment to make a no-
minal reduetion to one of the items could
not be taken.

Mr. Johnson:
reduction  of
salary?

The CHAIRMAN: An item eould not
be reduced by a purely nowminal amount;
but to aliow an expression of opinion,
an amendment to reduce the total of the
vote by a nominal amount conld be ac-
cepted.

Mr: Johnson: That ruling would be
taken as a precedent. There were other
officers’ salaries he desired to have re-
duced.

The CHATRMAN: The hon. member
misunderstood. The hon. member could
move to reduce any salary on the Esti-
mates, but could not make a merely
nominal reduetion of an ifem. The hon.
member’s objeet was not to affeet the
salary of any officer, and the convenient
way of effeeting the purpose the hon.
member sought was to move a purely
nominal reduetion in the vote.

Amendment altered to read—

That the vote be reduced by £1.

Mr. HEITMANN: We should have
heard something as to the functions of
a Governor. All that we heard was that
it was a glorions link between the mother-
land and the State, while the Attorney
Gieneral apparently looked upon the Gov-
ernor as a kind of advertising agent.
There were men in Australia, and in
Western Australin, fully qualified to
oceupy the position, but one eonld nof
aceept the sugwestion to bring aboui the
alieralion by a reduction in salary, Surely
men chosen from Australia were as good
as the imported men. If we wanted an
alteration we should go about it in a
straiphtforward manner. One would con-
clude from the remarks of the members
for Greenough and Beverley, that the
loeal man was not worth as much as the
imported man.

My, Nanson: That is not so.

Could nof one move the
any partiecular officer’s

[ASSEMBLY.]

Committee of Supply.

Mr. Hopking: I think be is worth more.

Mr. HEITMANN: A gentleman con-
nected with the Federal Parliament whose
nane had been mentioned was more quali-
fied than some of those appointed by the
Home Government. We did not know that
serving a long period in one of the war
departments of the British Government
was a qualifieation to fill the position.
The State was not now receiving a fair
veturn for the £10,000 a year. We in

Aunstralia with four and a-half million

people paid about £100,000 a year for
these glorious links between the Common-
wealth and the old country, and the time
had arrived when we should get a fair
return in the shape of labour for the
money spent.

* Anendnment put, and a division taken
with the following vesult:—

Aves .. .. .. 26
Noes .. . .. 20
Majority for .. 6
Aves.
Mr. Anpgwin Mr. McDowall
Mr. Bath Mr. Nanson
Mr. Bolton Mr. O'Loghien
Mr. Butcher Mr. Scaddan
Mr. Carson Mr. Swan
Mr. Collier Mr. Taylor
Mr. GUT . Mr. Troy
Mr. Gourley Mr. Undetrwood
Mr. Hayward Mr. Walker
Mr. Hopkins Mr. Ware .
Mr. Horan Mr. A. A, Wilson
Mr. Hudson Mr. Heitmann
Mr. Jacoby {Tellery.

Mr. Jobnson

NoES.
Mr. Barnett Mr. Mitckeil
Mr. Brown Mr. Monger
Mr. Cowcher Mr. N. J. Moore
Mr. Davies Mr. S. F. Moore
Mr. Draper Mr, Osborn
Mr. Foulkes Mr. Price
Mr. Gordon Mr. Quinlan
Mr. Gregory Mr. F. Wilson
Mr. Hardwick Mr. Layman
Mr. Keenan (Teller),
Mr. Male

Amendment thus passed.

Vote, as reduced to £1,147, put and
Passed.

Vote—Executive Council, £30—agreed
to.
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Yaote— Legislative Council, £1,815:

Mr. SCADDAN: The item “Usher
of the Black Rod and Clerk Assistant”
was missing from the Estimates for the
first time. It was understood the gentle-
man holding the position was now paid
from the eivil list as Clerk of the Exe-
cutive Council. The appointment of the
TUsher of the Black Rod was before tbe
Committee in 1906, and we were then
told by the Treasurer that the gentleman
was also fulfilling the position of Clerk
of the Executive Council, and thereby
<economy was being effected, because the
officer was rveceiving no salary for the
work in the Executive Council; yet we
found that immediately after the gentle-
man’s appointment he was struck off the
list as Usher of the Black Rod and Cierk
Assistant and was transferred from the
General Estimates to the civil list, the
transfer earrving with it an inerease in
salary of £100 a year. YWas that
economy? The appointment should be
explained. Was it on the recommenda-
tion of the Public Service Commissioner?
The Public Service Commissioner in his
classifieation in 1906 said—

“ Execntive Council clerk, A. H.
Williams, fixed at present salary, £425;
position unnecessary; officer available
for transfer. Work of this office should
he done by the chief clerk, Colomal
Seeretary’s office.”

“The Tressurer carried out that recom-
‘mendation and disposed of the ser-
vices of Mr. Williams. Mr. Hickling
‘then filled the position without an in-
crease of salary., Mr. Parker was
.appointed Usher of the Black Rod at a
salary of £250, and carried on without
additional salary for some time, but even-
tually, when Parliament went into recess,
he was transferred from the general Esti-
mates to the civil list with a salary of
£350 a year as Clerk of the Executive
Couneil. How did that come about ?
The PREMIER : The Public Service
Commissioner drew attention to this
matter, but before the minute was penned
the Government had been in communi-
cation with both the Commissioner and
the President of the Legislative Council,
suggesting that an officer of Parliament
should be appointed to the position. It
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was ruled however that the appointment
of Usher of the Black Rod was in the
gift of the President. The officer ap-
pointed had had considerable legal know-
ledge and was eminently fitted for the
position, and it was thought by the Gov-
ernment that it would be possible to com-
bine the position of Usher of the Black
Rod and clerk of the Executive Council.
Mr. Hickling, when Usher of the Black
Rod, took over the position of clerk of
the Executive Council on the retirement
of Mr. Williams, and was granted an ad-
ditional remnuneration, possibly in the
shape of a bonus. When Mr. Hickling
retired from the position, the gentleman
now holding the office was appointed. It
was considered that one officer could carry
out the duties of both positions. An
economy was effected by the alteration.

- Mr. SCADDAN : How was Mr. Parker .
appointed clerk of the Executive Council
with s salary of £350 & year without there
being & recommendation from the Public
Service Commissioner ?

The Premier : The position now was
exactly the same as last year when the
Estimates were under consideration.

Mr. SCADDAN: The pesition was
abolished by the Public Service Com-
missioner as fer as the receipt of salary
was concerned. Was Mr. Parker recom-
mended to the position by the Com-
missioner ?

The TREASURER: The clerk was
appointed by the Executive Council, and
the appointment was made prior to last
year's Estimates. A considerable saving
had been effected, for in the past Mr.
Williams received a salary of £425 as
clerk of the Executive Council, while the
Usher of the Black Rod was drawing £250
a year; there was, therefore, a totsl of
£675, whereas the dual position was now
carried out by one gentleman for £3350.

Mr. Foulkes : Is not Mr. Williams now
receiving & pension of £250 a vear ?

The TREASURER : He was receiving
a pension, but that did not come into the
matter of all.  Prior to the appointment
of Mr. Parker two officers were doing the
work which one was now undertaking.

Mr. Johnson : You.forget the point that
the Public Service Cominissioner said the
position was unhecessary.
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The TREASURER: 1 am inclined to
think he did not convey that impression.

Mr. SCADDAXN: He said the work
should be done by the chief clerk of the
Colonial Secretary’s Office.

The TREASURER : The work was now
being carried out by the Usher of the
Black Rod. Surely it did not matter to
members whether it was done by him or
by the chief clerk of the Colonial Secre-
tary's office, so long as one man filled the
two positions.

Mr. SCADDAN : The present officer
received £100 a year more for the work,
while the Public Service Commissioner
said that the chief clerk to the Colonial
Becretary should do the work without
additional remuneration.

The TREASURER : Did the hon. mem-
ber think that the officer should receive
less money for the work he was carrying
out, ?

Mr. SCADDAN : He took the position
at £250 a year.

The TREASURER: : Members opposite
talked of sweating, but it was evident they
wanted to sweat this officer. Tis salary
was little enough for the position, and
there was a considerable saving on the
previous arrangements.

Mr. JOHNSON : This seemed to be a
remarkable case of scheming, and the
facts had not been clearly laid before the
House. Mr. Hickling had filled the dual
position for some time, and according to
the Treasurer, that officer received £250
a year. When he resigned, Mr. Parker
was appointed Usher of the Black Rod,
accepting the position at £250 a year.
Exception was taken to the fact that the

sovernment went outside the service to
make this appointment, but it was said
that the matter was in the hands of the
President, who had power to make the
appointment. Although the Public Ser-
vice Commissioner stated that a clerk of
the Executive Council was unnecessary.
and although Mr. Williams was got rid of
because there was not work enough to
occupy him more than one hour a week,
another man was appointed to the posi-
tion.

The Treasurer : What nonsense.

Mr. JOHNSOX : Let the officer’s duties
be outlined. The Executive Council met
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once a week and sat sometimes for an
hour and a half or two hours. .

The Treasurer : How long does it tak
to prepare for it ? .

Mr. JOHXNBON : The papers were pre-
pared by the under secretaries of the
different departments, the minutes to the
Executive Council were signed by the
Minister ; all the clerk had to do was to
put them in order and place them on the
table, and hand them over to the Gov-
ernor to sign. The Public Service
Commissioner said there was no work
done by the officer. The services of Mr.
Williams were dispensed with, and that
gentleman was now drawing a pension.
Although the position had been abolished,
Mr. Parker was appointed to the office at
£350 a year. It wasan absolute seandal.
The officer had accepted the position of
Tsher of the Black Rod at £250 a year,
and members were led to believe that
economies were effected by the abolition
of the position of clerk to the Executive
Council.

The PREMIER : The member was free
in hisexpressions asto anabsolutescandal,
but the position now was exactly as it was
when the last Estimates were before
members. Mr. Williams, who had been
drawing a salary of £423, was retrenched,
and Mr. Hickling oceupied the position for
a short time and received a bonus for the
services he rendered. When he retired,
the present Usher of the Black Rod was
appointed to the duval position. It was
of the Gov-
ernient that he received thedual appoint-
ment. and it was made prior to the Public
Service Commissioner writing to the
President. At the present time the
officer was carrying out the duties of
both positions for £350 a year, whereas,
the previous cost was £675.

Mr. SCADDAXN: Me Willflams prior
to being retived received £423 ap-
parently on the Public Service Com-
missioner's recommendation. He was
retired on a pension of £191 per annum.
Had the Government carried out the
Commissioner’s recommendation and ap~
pointed the chief clerk in the Colonial
Secretary’s Department, there would have
been a saving of £334 15s. That would
have been termed economy. For some
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reason however the Government appoin-
ted Mr. Parker to the position of clerk of
the Exeentive Council, gave him an ad-
ditional £100 per annum by placing him
on the Civil list. which meant a saving of
only £133. The result of this economy is
that we are losing over £200. Members
should be informed of the method of
Mr. Parker's appointment.

Mr. JOHNSOXN: Surely members
should get this reply from the Ministry.
The member for Ivanhoe asked how the
appointment was made without reference
to the Public Service Commistioner. 1f
no reply was forthcoming the matter
would have to be discassed at greater
Jdength.

Mr. NANSON : Members were entitled
to an explanation on (he point. It was
true the Government had made a saving,
but it was shown that that saving might
have been much larger. At the present
time it was necessary that they should
make all the saving they possibly could.

The PREMIER : In the first instance
the appointment of Usher of the Black
Rod was made by the President of the
Legislative Council, and Mr. Parker was
appointed at a salary of £250 per annum.
The officer who had preceded the present
oceupant drew a salary as Usher of the
Black Rod, and when Mr. Williams
vetired from the position of clerk of the
Executive Council the Usher of the Black
Rod discharged the additional duties
of clerk of the Executive Council for
which he was paid a bonus, pending the
appeintment of an officer to carry out
both duties. Consequenily when DMr.
Parker was appointed, he was given an
extra £100 per annum.

Mr. Joknson : Why was it not done
through the Public Service Cemmissic ner?

Mr Collier : The statement of the
Premier shcwed {hat there was not ihat
saving made that it was possible to make,

The PREMIER: If the chief clerk
to ihe Colonial Secretary had been
appointed as suggested, some other
officer would have had to carry out his
duties in the iime that he would have
had to devote to the duties of the Execu-
tive Counecil.

Mr. Collier : The Public Service Com-
migsioner said this chief clerk had enbugh
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time to discharge the duties of both
offices.

The PREMIER : The clerk of the
Executive Council had a considerable
amount of work to do, and very respon-
sible and confidential work. the most
confidential work in ihe State. and if it
was not worth £100 extra. he was very
much surprised.

Mr. BATH: While we were inclined
to pay the best wages even in time of
financial stress, when it was a question cf
econcmising, surely we had some grounds
for demanding that with regard to what
might he termed purely ornamentai
offices, the pruning knife should be used
with advantage. In the recommendation
made by the Public Service Commissioner
in 1908, there was a good deal of commcen
sense in 1he suggestion, that the offices
of the clerk cf the Executive Council
and the chief clerk in Colenial Secretary’s
office sheuld he amelgamaied. During
the discussion which took place before,
members were assured that a master
sircke of economy had been effected by
the appointment of this gentleman.
Now it was found that by transferring
the item to the Civil list £100 had been *
added as salary. Thus to a large
extent the saving had been dissipated,
simply because by dispensing with the
services of the gentleman who previously
occupied the position we had rendered
ourselves liable t¢ pay that gentleman a
pension.

Mr. WATLKER : The appointment had
been made and the question was whether
the Committiee could undo that appoint-
meni, and if not, was the salary too much.
If the salary were too much, ihen he
could understand what members were
asking for. There had been a.protest
against the way this appointment was
brought about. Xo one on that side of
the House could conscientiously say that
£350 a yvear was too much for a gentleman
oceupying a responsible position. Hawv-
ving made that protest we were doing
ourselves an injustice if we tried to be-
little the services that the gentleman
rendered. If there had heen one curse
more marked than another in Western
Australia, it had been the underpaying of
men in responsible positions. The gentle-
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man under discussion was fulfilling a
position of trust and confidence. In
fact to ocecupy that position he must
have exceptional qualities of mind and
character, It was a position requiring
integrity and ability, where a mistake
made might be of vast concern to the
State.

Mpr. Bath : The responsibility rests upen
others in the department. He merely
rubber-stamps the work.

Mr. WALKER : I't was well known that
the gentleman had often to exercise a
large degree of knowledge and procedure
where difficult questions occurred. It
might almost be said that the legality of
the conduct of Ministers had to be con-
sidered by him. It was not the light,
easy task one might imagine,

M#. Scaddan : Apparently he ought to
be getting £2,000 a year.

Mr. WALKER : Possibly that was so ;
still the question before the Committee
was as t0 whether the gentleman was
worth £350.

Mr. Scaddan : No. It has been sug-
-gested that the work might be done by
another according to the recommenda-
" -tions of the Public Service Commissioner.

-Mr. WALKER: The Public Bervice
‘Commissioner was the greatest public
sweater in the State. What were the
members of the Committee diseussing if
not economy ! It had been sanid that
‘they could save, by getting the chief
clerk to do the work as recommended by
Mr. Jull ; but surely they would not ex-
peet that the chief clerk, in receipt of
£400 a year, and with good prospects of
rising in the service, of enjoying a good
salary, and of ultimately retiring on a
good pension—it was not to be expected
that he would agree to be taken away
from his own duties and accept this
additional service without additional pay.
He (Mr. Walker) could endorse the re-
-marks made as to the way in which the
appointment had been brought about ;
but now that the gentleman was in the
position he thought they ought to say
that the salary was not too high.

Mr. NANSON : There was no item
.down in the Estimates for the Usher of

e Black Rod, and it was understood
hat the duties of that officer were being
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fulfilled by a gentleman who filled the
position of clerk of the Executive Coun-
cil ; and that the salary of £330 which he
drew was paid to him as from the Execu-
tive Counecil. Section' 35 of the Consti-
tion Act declared that the salary of the
President of the Legislative Council
should be at least equal to the salary of
the Speaker of the Legislative Assembly ;
and that the selaries and allowances of the
officers of the Legislative Council should
be the same as those of the corresponding
officers of the Legislative Assembly.
That being so, & rather interesting point
arose as to whether that section of the
Constitution Act was being carried out.
Apparently nothing was being paid to the
Usher of the Black Rod. It seemed that
the item should be equalised in the case of
both Houses. But to turn to the point
more immediately under consideration,
it seemed that the Government, if they
had carried out the recommendations of
Mr. Jull, would be saving £100 a year.
The clerk of the Executive Council was
getting £350, while the gentleman who
had previously occupied the position was
drawing s pension of £150. Had the
Government carried out the recommencd-
ation of the Public Service Commissioner
the position would have been: The
functions of the clerk of the Executive
Council would be fulfilled by the Under
Secretary and the Usher of the Black
Rod would get £250 a year. If we added
to that the pension paid to Mr. Williams,
it would be £441, as against the present
expenditure of £541. It was not a ques-
tion of the capacity of the gentleman, it
was & guestion of whether economy could
be effected ; and at the same time we
would continue to pay to the Usher of
the Black Rod the salary always regarded
as ample for the office. 1t was unpleasant
no doubt, to run counter to the Govern-
ment, but the suggestion of the Public
Service Commissioner seemed perfectly
feasible. At the end of the Estimates we
would be astonished at the total of the
various economies that could be effected.
In the apgregate they might amount to as
much as would probably be brought in
by the new taxation proposals.

Mr. DRAPER : It would be refreshing
to know whether Mr. Parker occupied
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a position in the Legislative Council
relative to the position of Clerk Assistant
in the Assembly, or the position of Ser-
geant-at-Arms. As Clerk of the Execu-
tive Council Mr. Parker certainly had an
advantage over the Clerk Assistant of the
Assembly through being the possessor of
a free railway pass. If Mr. Parker, as Clerk
Assistant of the Legislative Council, was
to have a free pass there was no reason
why the Clerk Assistant of the Assembly
should not have a free pass.

The TREASURER : The clerk of the
Executive Council received £350. A
footnote showed that he alse acted as
Clerk Assistant and Usher of the Black
Rod. 8o it was clearly set forth. The
hon. member contended that officers of
both Houses were to be paid at a similar
rate. The Clerk Assistant of the Assem-
bly received £300 and also £50 as sub-
librarian, making his salary £350. Tf
Mr. Parker were not clerk of the Execu-
tive Council he would have to draw £330
as Usher of the Black Rod and Clerk
Assistant of the Council to follow the hon.
member’s argument to its logical con-
clusion.

Mr. Nanson : Make him Usher of the
Black Rod and he would only draw £250,

The TREASURER : Then we would
make the Usher of the Black Reod do
the work of Clerk Assistant without
additional salary. With the pension
paid to Mr. Williams, in addition to the
£350 Mr. Parker would be entitled to
draw as equivalent to the Clerk Assistant
of this Chamber, we w.ould have exactly
the same expenditure as there was to-day.
However, the Government had made the
best appointment they, in their judgment,
were capable of making, and they bhe-
lieved they had an excellent officer as
cleck of the Executive Council. One
did not wish to make invidious com-
parisons.

Mr. Sceddan : Has anyone made them?

The TREASURER : The hon. member
was not accused of doing so. Mr. Parker
was already in the position in the Legis-
lative Council by appointment of the
President, and we got, as clerk of the
Executive Council, the best man we could
at the time. Economy was being effected
berause we were not spending any more
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money. If we had to take the Under
Secretary from his duties we would prob-
ably have to provide some temporary
employee to fill his position in his depart-
ment.

Mr, Johnson : There is a mighty lot of
work to co.

The TREASURER : There was a lot of
work, and the hon. member should know
it. There was a lot of responsible work
in preparmg, beforehand, for meetings
and in dealing with the papers afterwards.

Vote put and passed.

Vote—Legislative  Asscmbly, £3,099
~ Item, Messengers, £377.

The TREASURER : The wish was.
expressed by members last year that an
increase should be given to the messengers
but in drafting the Estimates a clerical
error had crept in, inasmuch as the
same amount had been fixed as last
year. The chief messenger, instead of
receiving a salary of £175, should be
receiving £200, and the second messenger,
instead of receiving £100, should receive
£125. A promise was made to members.
last year that increases would be given to
these officers of the House.  There was
also the position of hall porter, and it
was intended to increase his wages by 6d,
a day. This also hud been omitted in
the present Estimates. The recommen-
dations for the increases had been made
by Mr. Speaker. The amount could not
be increased now on the Estimates, but
it was intended to pay the incréased
salary as from the lst July last, For
instance, the chief messenger would
receive at the rate of £200 a year, the
second messenger at the rate of £125,
and the hall porter at the rate of 9s. 6d.
a day.

Mr. SCADDAN : The predecessor ta the
present second messenger received £150 a
year, but it was prcposed only to pay the
present oflicer £125. - -

- The Treosurer :
gradual increase.

Mr. SCADDAN: What the House
said last session was that if the men were
qualiﬁed far the positions, they should
receive the salaries paid to their pre—
decessors in those positions. - ..

There would be a
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The TREASURER : The increases
were the result of recommendations from
Mr. Speaker ; they had been sent down
to the Treasurer, and as was usually the
case, were adopted, the servants of the
House being under Mr. Speaker’s control.
Congequently, he proposed to pay the
ingreases which had been recommended.

Mr. BOLTOXN: Last session the
House did not discuss the individuals,
but the saleries pertaining to the positions
no matter who flled them, so long as the
men were qualified. On the present
oceasion it ¢could not be argued that the
officers filling the positions were not quali-
fied to do the work. Probably Mr.
Speaker had only provided for increases
in the usual way, instead of taking into
consideration the fact that the House
desived that individuals filling certain
positions should receive the salaries
pertaining to those positions.

Hon. T. F. QUINLAN: The im-
pression gained from the discussion of the
Estimates last year was that the salaries
of certain officers of the House should be
increased, and especially the salary of the
chief messenger. The present chief mes-
senger formerly received £150 a year,
and he had previously recommended that
there should be anincrease to £175. The
Committee, however, thought he should
receive the salary obtained by the previous
occupant of the office, and, therefore, he
had recommended the increase to £200.
The assistant messenger was a very much
younger man, and the year before last
was only receiving £75 a year. It was
thought that last year it was & reasonable
increase to make his salary £100. Now,
it was to be raised another £23, so that an
increase of £50 In two years was
fair treatment for a young man not long
in the service of the House and who had
not received the education—that was not
his fault, many people were equally
unfortunate—possessed by the senior
messenger. The latter official had to
do a guantity of clerical work and held
a responsible position, for he was respon-
sible for the staff of messengers.

Mr. SCADDAX : If Mr. Speaker had
read the Hansard reports for last year he
would have found that remarks were
made upon the messenger’s salary, when
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the item, ** Clevk Assistant,” was being
discussed. The debate was not in refer-
ence to the inclividuals filling the position,
but was on the lines that if the position
was worth a certain salary then that
salary should be paid to the officer holding
it. It was contended then that if the
office of chief messenger was worth £200 a
year, the officer hoiding the position
should receive that salary, and the same
remarks were also made in regard to the
salary of the second messenger,

Mr. SCADDAXN : Some justice should
be extended to that officer. The salary
of £125 was totally inadeguate, irrespec-
tive of whether he contemplated matri-
mony or not. In view of the fact that
the position previously carried a salary of
£125 a year, the Treasurer might well
vield on this occasion and grant justice to
th officer. The Speaker might recom-
mend the Treaswrer to pay the salary
which the position earried in former vears.

Mr. JOHNSON: The arguments ad-
vanced were not concerning one indi-
vidual, but if they permitted it to go on
it would be a bad precedent. It would
be the introduction of sweating. They
had placed an officer to fill a position and
he had had to suffer a reduction in salary
for doing so. Tt was hecause of that a
protest was entered. The Speaker should
realise that he would be carrying out the
promise he made last session if he acceded
to the wishes of members.

Mr, WALKER : If he consulted his
feelings he would not draw attention to a
matter in this vote, the Clerk of the As-
sembly. He took ocecasion to protest
apainst the conduct of the Clerks drawing
up the form for his Honour the Speaker to
sign, giving an acecount of what took place
in the House and which was utterly mis-
leading and utterly wrong. Tt was done
in the first instance and attention was
drawn to it when a point was discussed
at a subsequentsitting of the House. A
report was made of that in the Voles and
Proceedings, and that too was inaccurate,
absolutely inaceurate. The Votes and
Proceedings were supposed to be almost
infallible records. as near infallibility as
we could get. They were of such a
nature that they should e almost in-
disputahle when referred to on a sub-
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segnent occasion ; supposed to be so
accurate that they carried their own
testimuony. And it could not be denied
by any member of the Assembly, while
the debates were going on last week and
the bepinning of this week—it eould not
be denicd that those Voles and Proceed-
ings were not in accordance strictly with
the truth. Tf members could not rely on
the Votes and Proceedings, he guestioned
whether the Clerks were performing their
duties, Whilst he was not disposed to
move for a reduction of the item—because
the salaries they were receiving were only
what they were entitled to-—it was a
matter of. extrené regret that members
should have to complain as he was com-
plaining at the present time. He could
not help making another remark, and it
was that when points of order were raised
in the House and the judgment oi Mr.
Speaker was requested, too frequently
they discovered the Clerks or one of them
assisting Mr. Speaker, he ventured to
think not to arriving at a wise decision—

The CHATRMAN : The hon. member
«could not discuss the position of the
Clerks in relation to the Speaker.

Mr. WALKER was not discussing his
conduet—

Mr. JACOBY : On a point of order, if
any objection had to be taken to the Fotes
and Proreedings, the proper person to
whom thet objection had to be taken was
the Speaker. He submitted that if any
exception was to be taken, it should be
mentioned to the person responsible, the
Speaker of the House.

The CHAIRMAXN: What he had to
decide was whether the discussion was
relevant to the particular vote or item
under discussion. As far as the hon.
member had gone he thought that his
remarks were relevant. .

Mr. WALKER : His only wish was to
-enter a protest. He was in sincere hopes
that never again a complaint such as he
had made now would have to be repeated.
He had no desire to hurt anyone’s feelinga,
but it was absolutely necessary that the
protest should be made. :

The PREMIER : The hon. member had
drawn attention to what he considered to
be an inaccurate report of the proceed-
ings. The Sp-aker had given the House

39

M7 Decesxser, 1908,

(‘ommiltee of Supply. 1153
an  assurance that he proposed to
examine the reports of the proceedings
with the view of rectifying any error
that might occur. He understood that
a report had been received which
the Speaker was prepared to give to
the House. At the same time he he-
lieved the report of the proceedings had
been in substance practically correct,
although the wording was somewhat
different.

Hon. T.F. QUINLAX : As the Premier
had said, he (Mr. Quinlan} had a report
which he intended t6 read to the House in
respect of the first matter drawn attention
to by the Leader of the Opposition. As
to the second complaint—that made by
the member for Kanowna—he, (Mr.
Quinlan) had ingquired into it. All he
could say was that the officials were not
shorthand

writers. He for his part
considered that the Minutes were the
essence of what had taken place. If it

were thought advisable to have shorthand
writers it would be necessary to enlarge
the staff, when they could have the
minutes in greater detail. However he
felt sure that when he read the report
in respect of the first complaint hon.
members would be satisfied that the
paragraph in the Minutes was in sub-
stance a correct resume of the pro-
ceedings.

Mr. SCADDAXN would be pleased if
the Treasurer would make a definite
statement on the guestion raised by him
(Mr. Scaddan). If it were found to be too
great a strain on the Treasury to pay £130
to the second messenger as from lst
July, would the Treasurer give & promise
to make the salary apply as from lIst
January next ?

The TREASURER : As he had
previously explained, these particular
Estimates were framed by the Speaker.
If members believed that what had been
intended last year was that the salary
should be increased to £150, he was sure
thet the Speaker would take it as a
recommendation. It was not his (the
Treasurer's) province to move to increase
the Estimates of the Assembly except
the Speaker thought fit to approach him
on the subject. He (the Treasurer) ha
been looking through the debates of last
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year, but could see nothing confirming
the suggestion that a fixed promise
had been given in respect of this item.
However, the Speaker had heard what
had been said that evening, and no
doubt he would act upon it.

Mr. Scaddan : I am prepared to leave
it to the Speaker.

Mr. TROY : Ever since the Federal
Government had taken over the Postal
Department, it had been the custom for
members of the House to pay their own

postage.
Mr. Gordon : It had been the custow
for the last twelve years. -
Mr. TROY : It was & custom which

did not obtain in any other Parliament
in Australia. It was unreasonable to
ask members to pay postage for corres-
dondence on public affairs which they
were compelled to carry on with their
constituents. If & member’s constitu-
ency happened to be a large one with a
widely scattered community, his stamp
bill was apt to run into a considerable
amount. In his (Mr. Troy’s) own
electorate were some 15 or 16 different
mining centres, and dozens of other cen-
tres in respect of other industries. The
stamps alone used by him in his corre-
spondence amounted to a pound per
month. It was most unfair that an hon.
member should be called upon to pay
this. He was quite prepared to hand
over his correspondence to the clerk, in
order that the clerk might see that it was
all on public business. Some little aliosw-
ance he thought should be made to hon.
members to recoup them.

THE TREASURER was not aware
that the postage on the correspon-
dence of members with their con-
stituents was borne by th- Govern
ments in the other States. However,
Ke would be glad to make inquiries with
B view to putting members on the same
footing as those in the Eastern Parlia-
ments. He understood that at the
present time public papers or documents
such as Hansard and copies of Bills
would b franked by the Clerk of the
Assembly for hon. members. However,
he would make inquiries and see what
the pracitice was elsewhere. Of course,
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if anything were done in the matter the
correspondence so treated would have
to be strictly on public business.

Mr. TROY : He felt sure members
would not abuse any privilege of the sort.
In proof of this, he might point to the
allowance for coach {fares, of which he
thought, very few members had availed
themselves of.

The Treasurer : They all have, I
think.
Mr. TROY : He himself had to go

100 miles by coach, yet he had never
applied for his allowance for coach fare.

Mr. BATH: Although not certain
about South Australia, he knew that in
the other States the usual practice was
for members to place their correspondence
in & tray, leaving it open in order that
if desired, it might be inspected. The
messenger closed the envelopes and
stemped them.

Mr. JOHNSON : He was able to say
that the same practice obtained in South
Australia. Members of the Parliament
of that State brought their stamps
to Western Australia with them and
used them for telegrams and postages.
The Eastern Parliaments provided mem-
bers with stamps during the session. but
not during recess. The Federal Parlia-
ment provided them throughout the year.
When he (Mr. Johnson) was member for
Kalgoorlie it cost him on an average of
7s. 3d. a week for postages and tele-
grams.

The Attorney CGemeral . Yon got off
lightly.

Mr. JOHNSON : Possibly. The local
bodies were informed by him to pre-pay
if they wanted replies by wire. It was
& big item of expense to country mem-
bers.

Vote put and passed.

Progress reported.

REPQRT—SPEAKER'S RULING
ON MONEY BILLS.
" Mr. SPEAKER : I have a short report
in connection with the complaint made
by the Leader of the Opposition. It is
brief, and it is due to the House to have
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.itread. This iz a letter addressed to
myself :

“16th December, 1908.

The Honourable the Speaker :
Sir,—

In reply to your instructions to
furnish an explanation as to some dis-
crepancy between the ruling givensin
the Votes and Proceedings of Friday,
H1th December, on the point of order
raised with regard to the Land and
Income Tax Bill, and the Hansard
report of your words in giving. that
ruling, I have the honour to report
as follows :—

Where the Speaker gives his ruling
in writing his actual words are entered
in the Minutes. In other cases the
substance of the ruling is given. In
this case the paragraph of the Minutes
was written without the Hansurd
acconnt having been seen. As to any
discrepancy, I submit that the only
possible objection is i{o the words
* expressed his opinion that the gues-
tion of adopting it (the procedure
mentioned) in future was worthy of
consideration.” Your words in Han-
gard on this point are ‘I have already
intimated to Ministers that the pro-
cedure adopted in other Parliaments
should. in the future, be adopted
here.” 1 would respectiully point out
that these words are not part of yur
ruling, which is conveyed in the words
“T am of opinion that I cannot alter
my ruling at this stage.’’ The sub-
stance of that ruling is. sufficiently
expressed by the words “* Mr. Speaker
stated that he saw no reason to depart
from the decision which he had already
given.” It will not be disputed
that the first part of the paragraph
is a correct summary of the new point
raised by Mr. Bath ; the only other
part not touched upon—"’ as the fact
remained that there were many ex-
amples to show that such procedure
had not been considered necessary in
the past "—is eqgually indisputable.
It remains therefore, that your ex-
pression of opinion in giving your ruling
is stated with somewhat less force in
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the Minutes than in the words you
actually used.

. (Signed) C. Lec Steere,

Clerk of the Assembly.”

Mr. Bath: Will T have the oppor-
tunity of referring to that to-morrow ¥

Mr. SPEANER: I do not think it is
actually a question for the House to
debate.

Mr. Bath: I do not wish
members now by referring to it.

Mr. SPEAKER: I do not see how
you can do 8o except by a direct motion.

Mr. Walker: It can be done by a
motion for adjournment to-mortrow.

Mr. SPEAKER : At any rate it was
due to the hon. member to have this ead.
The hon. member made & complaint, and
I had to make inquiries and get a report,

The PREMIER : T take it then this
is a report by the clerk, and the incidént
should be closed.

Mr. BATH : Out of deference to Mr.
Speaker and the Clerk of the House I
made no further reference to it in view of
the intention stated by Mr. Speaker that
a report would be furnished, and that the
matter would be gone into. T wished to
make no reference te it while such veport.
was pending. but T do not think those
difficulties are in the way now the repork
is furnished. I think the couriesy
should be extended to members to make
further reference to it, and i desired to
know whether I would have the oppor-
tunity to-morrow.

The PREMIER : It is not & guestion
for discussion. Mr. Speaker simply gave
a promise that he would inquire into the
matter, to ascertain whether the record in
the Votes and Proceedings was a correct
one, and if not, where it varied.

Mr. WALKER : [ do not know whether
I am in error in saying that the report
itself is scarcely accurate. T admit it
amends the position considerably, but it
is not accurate, and is not a true reflex on
your ruling to place on record. We
should place on record the report and
a correction. Undoubtedly that is our
duty.

Mr. BATH : I would point out that the
reason I rose to mention this point was,
that while it is stated that the portion ap-

to delay
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pearing in Hansard differs from what ap-
pears in the Votes and Proceedings is not
part of the actual ruling, still, in thé
report in the Voies and Proceedings, a
reference is also made which is 'not part
of the ruling of Mr. Speaker. If anything
apart from the actual ruling of Mr.
Speaker has to be inserted in the Vofes
and Proceedings, it should be the aceu-
rate report of the ruling as disclosed by
Hansard, and not something differing
from it entirely, Reference was made
by Mr. Speaker to Ministers, and all I
ask is that the reference should be in the
words given in the verbatim report of
Hansurd, and not something altogether
different as is in the Voles and Proceed-
ings. 1 do not wish to delay the House
now, but I would like Mr, Speaker to tell
us what will be the procedure to-morrow.

The PREMIER : I understand Mr.
Speaker will give us an idea to-morrow
as to what he considers the proper
procedure.

The ATTORNEY GENERAL: May
I ask that hefore Mr. Speaker makes
any alteration. in the procedure thought
to be desirable, he should consider
whether it is practicable to have any-
thing in the way of verbatim reports
from the clerks. This question has often
arisen in my prefession, The judge takes
the notes which represent the substance
of the evidence. Frequently parties em-
ploy shorthand-writers to take verbatim
notes, but one is never allowed to vary
the substance as shown in the judge’s
notes, which represent the general ex-
pression of opinion, or the general efiect,
better than the verbatim notes. The
latter are misleading because one sentence
i= put down accurately, and part of
another is left out.

« Mr. Bath : Then they are not verbatim.

The ATTORNEY GENERAL: The
shorthand writer takes down all he can
‘consistent with the interruptions in the
Court, or in this House, as the case might
be. We achieve all that is necessary
when the clerks record the substance of
what is said, and the substance of the
‘resolutions moved or the discussions that
take place in this Chamber. To haggle
about the mere terms of the record seems
to me to be going too far. 1 would sug-
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gest a limit be placed on the debate on
the subject, for we have thrashed it out
ad nauseam. Is it all to come up again ?

Mr. Bath : We want to be accurate, as
it is & very important point.

The ATTORNEY GENERAL: That
is a matter of opinion.

Mr. Walker : There is no opinion about
it.

The ATTORNEY GENERAL: I gave
you credit for having an opinion about
it, and I have one. -

Mr. Walker : There can
opinions.

The ATTORNEY GENERAL: The
man who thinks there are no two opinions
is too dogmatic. He assumes that be-
cause he thinks a certain version is correct
it must be correct. Let me submit, with
all deference, that is not the case. Other
people have other opinions, and although
the member may think the record is not
accurate, there are those who think it
represents substantially what Mr. Speaker
decided. I do for one, and I think other
members do alse. If we are going to
discuss what we individually think should
have been recorded, where are we going
to end 7 The member for Pilbara (Mr.
Underwood)} might have a third version—
he usually has—and another member a
fourth, and we each say what we think
of the matter ? Further discussion is
wholly unnecessary.

AMr. WALKER : After what the Attor-
ney General has said it is absolutely
necessary to have the matter further
dealt with. Has a report been received -
from the clerk as to the second matter I
drew Mr. Speaker’s attention to ?

Mr. SPEAKER : I understand the hon.
member merely wished to draw attention
to that matter. I have drawn the officer’s
attention to it. .

be noe two

House adjourned at 11.35 p.m.




